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lation, although he had every sympathy
with farmers. The mover appeared to
labour under the impression that farmers
and pastoralists were the only honest
people in the State; and they were to be
exempted while traders and others on the
goldfields and in towns who desired to
give a bill of sale were obliged to give
geven days’ notice of intention.

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY : The
clause waa not introduced by the Govern-
ment, but had been accepted so far as it
related to exempting wool. This was in
conformity with an undertaking given on
the second reading that such awendment
would be accepted; but the proposed new
clause as printed went. beyond that, and
it was his intention later to move that
the words “and other chaftels ™ be struck
ouf.

Hon. 8. J. HAYNES : The mover (not
now present) had stated distinctly that it
was his intention to apply the clause to
“ other chattels,” and it was evident that
the words * other chattels” would create
doubt as to the application of the clause.
Since the last sitting he (Mr. Haynes)
had consulted a reliable legal authority,
whose advice was that if an advance were
sought under the proposed clause, and if
the security included other chattels,
notice of intention to give 2 bill of sale
would be necessary as u safeguard. The
Government had accepted the clause, and
now proposad to amend that portion
which the mover most desired to be
retained.

Hox. M. L.
report progress.

Tae CoLoNIAL SECRETARY : The mover
did not desire to insist on the inclusion
of the words * other chattels.”

Hor. 8. J. HAYNES felt certain, from
what the mover had said, that if the
words were not included the mover would
vote against the clause, and probably
against the Bill. Tbe mover being
absent, zomething should be done. [A
pause ensued.] He moved—

That the Chairman do now leave the Chair,

Moss: Better move to

Question put, and a division taken Wlth
the following result :—

Ayes .. 13
Noes o 11
Magjority for ... 2
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H TFOBnmaga ' Hov. H. Drigs
on. on. H,

Hon. E. M. Clarke *Hou. J. D, Connolly
Hon, F. Connor | Hon.J. T.Glowrey
Hon. Q. E. Dempster Hon. 2. Lane
Hon. J. M. Drew Hon. J. W. Langsford
Hon. V. Hamersley Hon, R, D. McEeanzie
Hon, W, T. Loton Hon. M. L. Mose
Hon. W. Maley Hon. C. A, Piesse
Hou. W, Patrick Hon. C. Sommers
Hon. G. Randell Hon, J, A. Thomaon

Hon. Sir E. Wittencom
Eon. J. }V.g:;nght
on eg
(Tollar,)

Question thus passed ; the order lapsed.

Hon. E\ Melarty (Tetler.)

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 548 o’clock,
until the next day.

Hegiglatibe HAgsembly,
Wednesday, 12th September, 1906.
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Tar SPEA K ERtook the Chair at 4-30
o’clock p.m.

PrAYERS.

QUESTION—MINING OPTIONS, TO
LEGISLATE.

Mr. BATH asked the Premier: 1,
Has his attention been drawn to the
reported law case of Diamant v. Bewick,
Moreing, & Co., as published in the
Morning Herald of 18th May last and
11th September inst.? 2, Does the law
in this State provide that leases trans-
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ferred to registered corapanies who do
not efficiently test them become saleable
assets of snch registered companies when
they go into liquidation ? 3, Does the
Government intend to bring in legislation
this session to insure that Jeases acquired
on option from prospectors, but not
efficiently worked, shall revert to the
vendors in all cases where the alleged
purchaser fails to carry oui a satisfactory
amount of mining work to efficiently test
the prospects of the property as a legiti-
mate mining venture ?

Tae PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2,
It is a matter depending upen the terms
of the contract between the parties. 3,
The Government has no intention to
restrict by legislation the rights of parties
to enter into contracts on such terms as
they think fit.

*

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.

(1) LaND Tax ASSESSMENT, (2)
Lawp Tax, transmitied to the Legislative
Council.

BILL—SALE OF GOVERNMENT
PROPERTY.

Introduced by the TrEAsURER, and
rend a first time.

RETURN-—MUNICIPAL CONFERENCE
EXPENSES.

Mr. P. STONE (Greenough) moved--

That there be laid upon the table of the
House a Return, showing—i1, The number
of municipalities in the State. 2, The number
of members sent by each municipal council to
attend muoicipal conferences. 3, The amount
paid by each municipal council for conference
expenses. 4, The amount paid by the Govern-
ment towards defraying travelling or other
expenses, if any.
He wisghed to call attention to the undue
expenditure of money on municipal con-
ferences, which were becoming too
common. The Government, be under-
stood, paid the fares of the delegates to
the conferences, and there were vearly
100 delegates. Very little good was
accomplished by the conferences. Perhaps
these meetings might be held onee in
three or once in five years, but to havean
annual outing or picnic at the expense of
the ratepayers was not fair. If the
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expenses of the delegates had to be
collected direct from the people be did
not think £5 would be subscribed in any
district. His experience was that the
person who was anxious for the picnic
went round about a week before the time
of holding the conference and induced
someone to propose him as a delegate,
It would be well if delegates paid their
own expenses. He had known muniei-
palities refuse to pay the expenses, but
the representative had sent a lawyer's
letter, and then the amount was paid.

Mz.TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret) seconded
the motion.

Tae PREMIER : The information
wbich the hun. member desired could be
obtained, but that in regard to the
Municipal Association would have to be
received through the secretary of that
body. He could not agree that these
conferences were no good. He bad
attended two or three of the conferences,
and metters were discussed by men who
had a thorough knowledge of them and
knew what they were talking about.
The information gained at these con-
ferences was of value in framing legisla-
tion dealing with municipalities, As far
as the State was concerned the cost of
these confercnees was trifling indeed, the
only assistance rendered being railway
fares from the different centres.

Me. StoNE: Who paid the Midland
Railway Company the railway fares ?

T PREMIER: The local councils,
he presnmed, for the fovernment did not
pay. Each council subscribed so much o
year to the Municipal Association. In the
case of councils consisting of six members
two delegates were sent, councils con.
sisting of nine members sent three dele-
gates, and cvouncils with 12 members or
over sent four delegates. The councils
sobscribed sums of £5 5s., £7 7s., or
£9 9s., which amounts were paid out of
the three per cents. As far es the Gov-
ernment were concerned no expense was
entailed. Sowme of the delegates charged
their expenses to the municipal councils,
but a large number of the delegates paid
their out-of-pocket expenses themselves
and did not debit them to the council
It was an arrangement between the
councils and the delegates. He could

. almost give now the information which
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the hon. member required. There were
46 municipalities in the State and 44 of
these belonged to the Munpicipal Associa-
tion. As to the roads boards, the Minister
for Works intended to suggest that as
they were so scattered it would be advis-
able to make the conference triennial
instead of annual. In the ecase of roads
boards, this year the expenses of dele-
gates, and fares of delegates not granted
railway passes, amouuted to £350, und
there was a grant to the roads board
where the conference was held of £50.
That was a grant to the district in which
the conference was held to assist in
entertaining the delegates. The Govern-
ment contributed £30 to steamboat fares.
The total was about £530. The present
Mipister intended to suggest that the
conferences should be triennial instead of
annual. There was no objection to
furnishing the return.

Me. H. BROWN (Perth) must correct
some of the mover's statements. When
we considered the number of years for
which the majority of roads board mem-
bers had been supervising the expendi-
ture of Government funds, surely no
ratepayer would cavil at the small sum
gpant on the yearly trip, which did not
cost any one roads board more than £15
to £20. The conference delegntes gave
to roads board work a great proportion
of their time, absolutely without fee or
reward. As to wunicipal delegutes, in
nine cases out of ten the expense of the
trip was borne by the mayor. In almost
every municipality the so-called three-
pet-cent. account was always exceeded,
and any deficit in the conforence expenses
came out of the mayor’s pocket. At
every conference each member expended
a sum largely in excess of his allowance.
No member of Parliament, at all events,
should object to the cost. If the con-
ferences represented holiday trips, the
holidays were well earned.

Me. G. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret)
supported the motion, These anunal
picnice were rather expensive; aud if
roads board and municipal ratepayers
were called on to contribute funds for the
purpose, they would strongly object.
The expense, however, came out of the
the three-per-cents. ; in other words, out
of the rates. If the moner were not spent
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on the annual picnie, the mayor would have
more money to lavish on distinguished
visitors to the municipality. It would be
much wiser if some mumcipalities spent
the three-per-cents. in waking roads and
footpaths, and some roads boards in
extending the roads. It was fair, how-
ever, that wunicipal and roads board
delegates should meet in conference every
three years. But what was the result of
the annuval meetings? When a muniei-
pal or a roads buard Bill was before
the House the conference passed large
nombers of printed resolutions instruet-
ing the Government how to deal with the
Bill, and instructing the Opposition how
to move amendments. What was the

.outcome? Judging by the manner in

which the House treated the conference
suggestions, members generally did not
place the same reliance on them as was
displayed by the Premier and the mem-
ber for Perth. )

Me. H. Brown: Were not municipal
delegates the best judges of what was
needed for their purposes ?

Me. TAYLOR: Judging some of them
by their work, they were not very good
judges. Let us judge of the tree by its
fruit, Both the Premier and the mem-
ber for Perth, when acting as mayor of
Bunbury and mayor of Perth respec-
tivaly, attended the conferemces. But
why have annual conferences to consider
municipal or roads board legislation
when no material alterations were made
tn our municipal and roads board Acts
for years at a stretch? Fach conference
simply reaffirmed resolutions passed at
previous conferences. The Government,
as pointed out by the Premier on the
Land Tax Aseessmert Bill, subsidised to
the amount of £800 and £1,200 roads
boards that collected only £100 or £200
1n rates,

Me. E. C. BARNETT (Albany): As
an old municipal councillor he believed
that a triennial conference would serve
every useful purpose. The money ex-
pended on delegates at the conference
was money for which the council seldom
received value. He would support any
measure to make the conferences tri-
ennial,

Me. T. WALKER (Eanowna) would
not oppose the amendment, though he
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disagreed with the opinions of the two
last speakers. How frequently conferences
should be held was for municipalities
and roads boards to determine. It was
a hopeful sign that delegates from these
bodies should meet periodically to con-
sider better methods of local government.
Many great reforma effected in this House
originated in those conferences, which
were the scenes of advanced discussivos
not only on municipal matters but on
matters of general politics. Within the
last 25 years the State had made marvel-
lous progress, und in the same period
the functions of municipal government
bad been greatly extended in cities like
GHasgow and Birmingham. Many of the
couneillors in our larger wunicipalities
were diligent students of the examples
furnished by the great municipalities of
Brifain, The value of the conferences
could not be shown immediately in
pounds, shillings and pence in the muni-
cipal balance-sheets ; but good would
ultimately eccrue. Money might be
saved in years to come, and beiter
methods of governmment introduced. How
but by meeting and conferring could
councillors educute themselves in more
, up-to-date methods? For this reason

any curtailment of the conferences would
be disastrous to the development of gur
local bodies. Since we delegated our
principal functions to the Commonwealth
Parliament, we had become a sort of
great municipal head, and for the future
our principal subject of concern must be
matters connected with our munici-
palities. We should have to devise
better methods of local government, and
to increase rather than diminish the
powers of local authorities. Some people
misunderstood the functions of roads
boards and municipalities.

Mr. SroxeE bad worked on them for
25 years.

Mr. WALKER was not reflecting on
the hon. member, whom he regarded as
the apostle of local authorities. Butin
this State we committed to local bodies
functions which in sister States per-
tained solely to the central Government.
In New South Wales the main roads
were maintained by the State. There
was really a roads and bridges depart-
ment, and only certain limited areas
within municipal boundaries, which were
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very much narrowed in New South
‘Waules, were within the province of local
boards. Otberwise the Government had
charge of the main roads. But what did
we do here? We gave some of the roads
boards an area i which we could lose
England. The roads board was expected
to look after the main arteries and roads
and keep them fit for trafic. The boards
could not collect sufficient to keep the
roads in repair, berause the population of
the district was not sufficient. It would
be exceedingly unfair to expect the boards
to defray this cost. It should never be
begrudged to them that a few pounds
were sent from the central Government
to help them do this work. It was this
that disrated roads boards, because they
got money from the Treasury, and we
heard repeatedly a plan to cut down the
votes, which meant starving the country.
The roadaboardscould not find the money ;
therefore it would bhave to come from
somewhere else. [t sheuld come from
the national source when the work they
were doing was of a national character.
He supported the motion, but he hoped
the member would not use the informa-
tion as an argument to prevent the roads
boards delegates or mnunicipal councils
meeting together and becoming ac-
quainted with up-to-date mwethods of
municipal control. .

Me. STONE (in reply) : It was pleas-
ing to hear that there was an idea of
roads boards conferences being held only
once in three years in future. He had
been through roads boards balance-sheets,
and bad noticed the expenses were double
the amount expended on the roads.

Question put and passed.

RETURN—ROAD BOARDS CONFERENCE
EXPENSES.

On motion by M=r. P. S8TONE,
ordered : That there be laid upon the
table a return, showing—1, The number
of roads boards in the State. 2, The
nuwmber of members sent by each board
to attend the roads board conferences.
3, The amount paid by each beoard for
conference expenses. 4, The amount
paid by the Government towards defray-
ing traveling or other expenses, if
any.
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MOTION-—-SCHOQOL FEES REGULATION.
TO DISALLOW CHARGES.

Me. T. H BATH (Brown Hill}: I
move—

That an Address he presented to His Excel.
lency the Governor, praying that the amend-
ments to Regulations 98 and 227, made under
““The Elementary Education Act Amendment

Act 1893 appearing in the Government Gazetts
for 7th September, 1806, be disallowed.

In introducing this motion, I may say at

the outset that I do 1t with exztreme .

regret, because I was under the impres-
sion that if there was one question about
which members of the House could agree
irrespective of party, it would be on the
advantages of education. I was under
the impression that never in the history
of Western Australia would there be an
attempt on the part of anyone charged
with the administration of the Education
Department to have even the slightest
relapse into barbarivin. One would
imagine we had a Minister for Educatton
who bad been translated into the 20th
century from the dark ages.
proposal such as that embodied in the
amendment of the regulations specified is
actually proposed to be introduced on
the 1st November thiz year, I would
have thought if any move were made by
the Parliawment of the State in deference
to the wishes of the people, it would have
been a step in advance and not a retro-
gressive step such as the one against
which this motion is lodged. Although
it may appear to be a somewhat sertous
charge, it seems that the attempted
economy in the direction of the ex-
penditure of the Education Department
must have been occasioned by the fact
that the necessity has arisen for the in-
troduction of new tazation. For years
and years in this State the workiog com-
munity—and by tbat I do not mean those
who do wanual labour—have patiently
borne the heat and burden of the day so
far as taxation is concerned. They havein
the most genmerous manner provided the
expenditure from which the Education
Department has been supported, and now
when an attempt is made to reduce the
.unjust burdens imposed on people and
an endeavour is made to adjust taxaiion
in such a way that it will be more equit-
ably distributed, even to the small extent
as embodied in the land taxation legisla-

tion, we find an outery for economy, I |
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have no objection to economy if it can be
shown in the departments of the State
there is room for economy in the cost of
administration without reducing the
efficiency. The sopport of the House
should be in favour of such economy,
but I maintain the proposed economy, or
the proposed introduction of a system of
school fees for childrer attending our
elementary schools, cannot by any stretch
of imagination be called economy. It is
one of the most expensive experiments
that can be introduced by any Minister.
It is said in education, as in other
matters, that parents should be compelled
to pay for the education of their children,
that is compelled to pay divectly. This
is entirely in opposition to what has
been the trend in all civilised countries
in the world, that is the general
recognition of the fact that educational
development is a social service, that in
education more than in any other gervice
rendered by the Btate the advantage is
not conferred on the person educated
alone, but is an advantage which is se.
cured by the whole of the community. We
have throughout the whole civilised world
the history of thousands of individuals,
men whohave used theireducationinaself-
sacrificing manner and spent their lives
without any pecuniary advantage to
themselves other than a mere livelihood
in scientific research and in medical re-
search, and in efforts to increase the
general stock of knowledge and utilise it
for the general good of mankind. It being
recognised for instance that the parents
of a family, by virtue of that family, are
conferring a benefit on the community,
it is better, instead of making the charge
on the parents heavier because of their
having a family, by methods of taxation
and other means that have been devised
in other countries, to raise the money by
the State and provide education for the
people free of charge. There has been no
educationalist in America, in Europe, or
in any part of the world who has dis-
sented from this. Every educational
authority we can quote .expresses the
opinion that not only should the State
embark on elementary education, but
should extend its operations farther
and fartber in the direction of providing
higher educational facilities. In regard
to this question it may be said, when the
State has taught the three R's to children,
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it has sufficiently performed its duty. T
only desire to quote the authority of a
gentleman more eminent than the
Minister. 8ir Richard Jebb stated some
years ago that elementary education
unless crowned by something higher is
not only barren, but may become a danger.
If we tfeach our democracy to read we
must also teach them to think. Un-
fortunately it would be beiter for the
State and for the children if we had
never embarked on elementary education,
rather than to teach them to a certain
extent and then say, “ Thus far shalt
thou pgo and no farther; no higher
education shall be imparted to you.” 1t
is maerely creating in the children- who
arg desirous of farther knowledge a
desire which the State in its unwisdom
says it is not poing to fulfl. Nothing
could cause more discontent in the minds
of people than to awaken a desire, and
then fail in our duty to meet the desire
of the people for knowledge. I have
noticed that in the Australian States
there are generally two classes. There
are the children, who by virtue of the
elementary education received ara desirous
of perfecting it to a higher degree, and
others desirous of extending their
knowledge, but owing to the force of
circamstances and the absence of pro-
visions by the State for secondary educa-
tion are compelled to go without that
knowledge being imparted to them.
On the other hund we have those who
by force of birth and circumastances are
able io 'secure this education, and vet
fail to appreciate it. They regard it as
something which is attached to their
gtation, something which must be en-
dured rather than enjoyed. The rpsult
is that at the two ends of the social scale
we have two classes of people, neither of
which secures the advantages it would
secure if the State undertcok the policy
not only of providing elementary educa-
cation but also of extending it into
higher channels, 'We have the report of
the Mosely Commission which was ap-
pointed by Mr. Mosely, a gentleman of
means in the old country, who selected a
number of artisans and others to go to
America to examine the result of the
industrial undertakings with a view to
promoting greater success in similar
undertakings in theold country. Thecom-
mission made a most exbaustive examina-
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tion not only of the ordinary edncational
facilities provided in America, but also of
many industrial institutions, techmical
colleges, agricultural colleges, and all
those other means the Americans eo
lavishly place at the disposal of the
children of the people whether they be
rich or poor. The Mosely Commission
stute in their report:—

The wemberi: are deeply impressed by the

evidence they have gathered in the United
States of the absolute belief in the walue of
education, both to the community ab large
and to agriculture, commerce, manufactures,
and the service of the State. Although in the
past the belief in education has been the
effect rather than the cause of American pro-
sperity, during the last quarter of a century
education has had a powerful and far-reaching
influence, and it cannot be doubted that in the
future it will become more and more the cause
of industrial and commercial progress and of
national well-being. They are satisfied that
in yeara to come, in competing with American
produce, we shall be called upon fo face trained
men gifted with both enterprise and know-
ledge. Thoy desire to impress on the Brifish
public the absolute need of immediate prepara-
tion on our part to meet such competition.
They have also been impressed with the spirit
that animates bath teachers and pupils, and
by the manner in which the two classes co.
operate in the schools and colleges. Willing- |
ness, if not an overwhelming desire to learn,
seems to characterise the scholars, and teachers
seem to be possessed of but one wish—that of
helping their pupils in every possible way.
The absence of clnss prejudice and of any
“ religtous difficulty” serves most materially
to facilitate the work of the schools. The
closest connection is being eatablished betwaen
theory and practice, the practical bent of the
men of letters and science and the breadth of
their outlook being very remarkable,
The commissioners appointed by the New
South Wales Government with a world-
wide commission to ezamine into the
methods of educution practised not only
in America but on the continent of
Europe and Japan make this statement
in their report so far as New South
Wales is concerned, and it applies with
even preater force to Western Australia
because our facilities are not so extensive
as theirs: —

Let it be clearly recognised that nationally
we dare not accept the situation as its stands,
that no units in the British Empire can afford
to be inferior to Europe and Japan in the
matter of education, and we shall face the
diffienlt problem of educational reform with
more earnestness. Not to do so would be
pational insanity.

Things bave come to a pretty pass in
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‘Western Australia when the Minister for
Education in this State, which is pre-
sumably an enlightened community, has
to have his aitention directed to . the
country of Japan in order that he may
gain some inspiration in regard to educa-
tional methods. To Japan, where almost
80 per cent. of the population live on a
rice diet, where their poverty bas been
remarked by almost every individual who
visits that country, the Minister for
Education wust go in order to receive
inepiration in the educational develop-
ment of this State! We know that as a
result of her policy Japan has forged
ahead, that she is graduvally not only
gecuring the markets of China, Korea,
and Manchuria, but also becoming a
formidable rival to American commerce
even on America’s own shores, on the
Pacific Blope of America. And this is
undoubtedly due to the fact that Japan
has put all the energy of her people,
money, and enthusiasm into educational
development, and is more und more pro-
viding educational facilities free of charge
to the population of that country,
whether they happen to be rich or whether
they happen to be poor. What they
can do in a comparatively poor country
Australia ought to he able to do,
and Western Australia particularly, in
view of it greater facilities, its greater
resources, and greater average wealth of
the population. Then, again, we have
in the report of Mr. Tate, recently
appointed Director of Education in Vie.
toria, some reference to the result of
educational development in New Zealand.
So far as New Zealand is concerned, she
outdistances the Australian States in the
money and the efficiency devoted not
only to primary education, but also to the
mamtenance of her technical schools,
secondary aschools, and her university
colleges. Mr. Tate paid a visit to New
Zealand in order to investigate her
educational methods, and in the course
of his report to the Premier he said :—

In Victoria the Education Department is
direotly concerned with primary education
and technical instruction only., Ourignorance
and indifference in the matter of co-ordination
of educational agencies must be removed if wa
are to hold our own in the competition of
States. Co-ordination means evonomy of
mongy and of effort, and at the same time
increased efficiency. There is in progress af
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Empire, and in a still more active form in the
United States, a complete change of attitude
fowards public education, both as regards the
subject matter of instraction and the methods
smployed; and a3 regards the part which a
completely organised education echeme shonld
No student of
education in other lands can fail to recognise
this, The report of the Mosely Commiasion
emphasises it strongly.

At the conclusion of the report he says :—

The problem of co-ordinating into a national
system the recognised grades of education—
primary, secondary, continuation or higher
primary, technical, and university—should be
taken in hand, and the powers of the Educa-
tion Department should be enlarged so aa to
allow of State-supervised continuation and
secondary schools. The report of the Mosely
commission should be studied in this connection.

And then in perusing the report the
Premier, Mr. Bent, stated :—

I bave read this report. If the Government
had not to pay £82,600 for pensions in con-
nection with the Education Departwent, it
could provide everything recommended by
Mr. Tate.

So that even the Premier, Mr. Bent, was
disposed to regard the recommendations
of Mr. Tate as being desirable to intro-

duce into the Victorian Education
Department.

Tae Treasvrer: If he could find the
money.

Me. BATH: He was only referring to
the penmsion list. What other countries
could do with poorer resources, Austrulia
ought to be able to do with much better
resources. In the course of discussions
which have taken place in this House
and in various policy speeches and
Ministerial utterances which bhave been
delivered, the assertion has alwayas heen
heard that in Western Awustralia we are
particularly generous in regard to our
expenditure in the Education Depart-
wment, and this delusion seems to have
been indulged in not only by members of
the present Ministry but in the past, It
is a feature of annual reports; but I tell
members that so far as our position in
educational matters is concerned we are
behind almost the whole of the rest of
the world. T am only speaking what is
absolutely the truth. Take for instance
the position of the American States of
the Union, new countries which owing
to their coustitution and their recent
development and the induostries which
they pursue are oun precisely the same

the present time throughout the British | basis as Western Australia,. We find
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that in the State of Montana they have a
population of 243,000 people, and they
spend £247,000 on education, or over £1
per head of the population, and their
total expenditure in other directions for
the purposes of government is only
£310,000; in Nebraska there is & popu-
lation of 1,066.300 and they expend on
education £954,800, whilst their toial
expenditure in other directions of pov-
ernment is only £479,000. In Nevada
there is a population of only 43,335
people, and they expend £51,000 on
education. The State of Nevada also runs
a university with a fair numbér of pro-
, fessors and over 300 students. Then in
the State of Utah they have a population
of 276,000, and they spead £330,000 on
education, or a trifl~ over £1 per head of
the population, whilst their total expendi-
ture in other divections of government is
only £320,000. In the State of Wash-
ington, one of the newest of the United
States of Auwerica, they have a popula-
tion of 518,000, and they expend £810,000
in education, and £800,000 in other
departments of government. Taking the
various States of Australasia, New Zea-
lund is at the head in regard to the money
she spends on education. Bhe has a popu-
lation of between 800,000 and 900,000,
and she expends £650,000 on education,
or about 15&. per head of the population ;
Tasmania bhas a population of 180,000,
and she expends £67,000 on education;
Western Australia has a population of
over 250,000, and expends £149,000;
Queensland has a population of some-
thing over 500,000, and expends
£288,000 ; Victoria has a population of
1,210,000, and expends £677,000; New
South Wales has a population of
1,478,000, . and expends £757,000 on
education. So that even comparing our
position with the other States of Aus-
tralasia, Western Australia does not do a
great deal so far as her BEducation De-
partment is concerned.
Me. ILLINGWORTH :
than the other countries.
Mr. BATH: It may be more per
head for the children, but not for the
population.
TaE TREASURER: You have the wrong
figures for the last year you have quoted.
Mg. BATH: Not only does Western
Australia occupy a poor position in re-
gard to the Unpited States of Awmerica,

More per head
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but even the South American republics,
which we are always led to believe are
half civilised-~these republics spend a
considerably higher amount on educa-
tional facilities than we do in Western
Australia. Ju the Argentine Republic,
in Chili, in Brazil, and in Peru they
devote a great deal of attention to their
educational institutions; and not only
does the State provide primary educa-
tion, but it also does a great deal in pro-
viding educational facilities of a secondary
and techuical nature and in agricultural
colleges. Those are counmtries which, if
we take their population and work out
their revenue und expenditure, and their
income per head of the population from
the industries in which they embark, lag
a long way behind any indjvidual State
in Australia.

TeE TREASTRER: Can you give us the
figures ?

Mgr. BATH: I can give them to the
hon. gentleman. They are in the Year
Book, but I bave not them here at the
present time. The hon. gentleman will
find that my statement is absolutely
correct. So far as Australia is con-
cerned I may say that in regard to her
imports and exports, the tonnage of the
shipping entered and cleared, the amount
of savings bank deposits, the production
of pastoral and agricultural produce,
and in many other other directions she
absoluiely heads the whole world, taking
the amount per head of the population.
If she can do this, if her natural
resources will enable her to do this, it
will enable her to devote more attention
than she -does to educational develop-
ment, and it will enable Western Aus-
tralia to bring herself into line with other
communities that have not the benefits
she enjoys. 1 have only to turn to
Switzerland, half of which is absolutely
barren and useless so far as the needs of

the communily are concerned, and which,

if we are to judge by ils resources and by
the wealth per head of the population, is
absolutely poor in comparison with
Western Avstralia; yet in Switzerland
they are able to make the compulsory age
range to 15 years during which the
children attend school, and their educa-
tion system costs a higher sum per head
of population, notwithstanding that the
relative value of money in Switzerland is
lower than it is in Western Australia ;
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and they are enabled to provide a free
secondary education not only to the
children of the Swiss but'in many of the
secoudary schools to the children of
foreigners who happen to be in the
country. Then again, we have only to
tare to Pinland. In Norman’s book
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would be an advantage if the Government
thought fit on new areas of land thrown

" open to utilise a certain proportion and

entitled Al the Russias, we find that '

Finland leads the world so far as the
smnall percentage of those who cunnot read

vest the proceeds in a fund which would
be used for a university endowment. As
the State grew in popuolation and as the
industries of the Btate developed, this
endowment would become more and mnore
valnable, until in the future, without

' making any very great call on the com-

and write is concerned, compared with

the rest of the world. In Finland they
have carried their edueational develop-
ment to a bigh degree, and not only do
they provide fucilities for the sous of the
rich people who can afford to pay, but
they also provide facilities for the poorest
people in the country.
covered with bogs, fens, useless forests,
and lakes can afford this, undoubtedly
the richer communities of Australia
can do it. In America, it is true a
system which the Federal Government at
Wasbington bave introduced has largely
assisted in enabling the States to spend the
large sums they do on educational facili-
ties. In all the youuger States of
Americn the Federal Government have
provided that out of every six square
miles of public domain alienated, two
sections, or two square miles, are devoted
to an educational fund, the proceeds of
the sales of these sections being turned
into an educational endowment fund;
and the annual income from that endow-
ment fund is utilised and given to the State
for educational purposes. In New Zea-
land the same thing is done in regard to
Crown lands. And as I pointed out
vesterday, New Zeuland has decided that
all Crown lands at present unalienated
will be devoted in the future to educa-
tional development. In New Zeaiand, as
the result of the endowment for primary
education provided Ly the State, they
have an annuul income of £49,956. The
endowments provided for secondary edu-
cation bring in annual rents of £3,928.
The endowments for university schools
bring in an anoual rental of £16,518.
The reats received from the lands held
under the University Endowment Act in
New Zealand are not yet vested in any
college, but: they draw an annual ingome
of £783, which for the present is being
allowed to accumulate. In Western Aus-
tralia, though it is somewhat late for us
to introduce this system, I believe it

If Finland, half.

munity asawhole, the result of this endow-
ment would materially aid in providing
educational facilities for the people. If
this had been done some years ago when
the great development in land selection
took place, we would bave been in agood |
position eveu to-day; but it is not oo
late even now to introduce the experi-
ment; and I hope the Government will
give consideration to this wmatter and vest
a certain portion of the Jand they throw
open to a trust fund to be used as an

. endowment, not only as has been done so

far as the proposed university is con-
cerned, but alse for primary education
and technical instruction. T have moved
this motion because I think the step the
Government have taken in charging these
fees 18 absolutely wrong, and one opposed
to the opinions of all persons whose
opintons are worth having on educational
matters. We see that in Great Britain
they are alive to the necessity for educa-
tional development. The report of the
Mosely Commission was an eye.opener
to educationsl aothorities in  Great
Britain. 1 have only to refer to the
utterances of Dr. Hill, an eminent educa-
tional authority in the old country, while
lecturing here in Western Australia.
His remarks made at the meeting in con-
nection with the proposal to establish a
university were to the effect that it was
not only necessary to provide educa-
tionul facilities, but it was essentially
necessary in the interesta of the com-
munity that our educational system
should be democratised. Then we have
in the university extension committees,
and in the warious edacational com-
mittees at work in the old country trying
to improve the British system, some of
the most noted men—men connected with
universities, cultured men like Jobhn
Morley or Mr. Haldane, and many
others eminent in the domains of law,
letters, or science—devoting themeelves
whole-heartedly to the work of improving
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the educational system of Great Britain,
and endeavouring to bring it into line
with that which obtains in Germany,
France, and the United States, If these
amended regulations are not annoulled,
the step taken by the Minister for"Edu-
cution will remaiv in the annaly of
Western Austrulia as an eternal disgrace.
If we take any attitude as members of
this House, it should be an attitude of
progression, not an attitucde of retro-
gression. While for the time being we
may not suffer any ill effects from the
alteration, the time will undoubtedly come
when we will rue the day that we interfered
with our system of primary education,
and the time will come when other coun.
tries which recognise more generously
their obligations in this respect will
furge ahead of Western Australia, because
of the fact that they have interested
themselves in education, have recognised
its necessity in the economy of any
eonotry, and have set themselves whole-
hea.rtedly to increase it, instead of limit-
ing it ag is proposed by t.he Minister for
Education.

Tre Tressurer (Hon Frank Wilson}:
I wove that the debate be adjourned.

Several Lasoue Memsers: No.

M. FouvLges : Will the Minister give
an opportunity for discussing this matter
to-morrow ¥

Mg. WarLgEr : Or Tuesday next ¥

Tue TreasurerR: Yes; on Tuesday.

Motion put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

{12 Seerevesr, 1906.]

Ayes . 24
Noes .. 13
Majority for ..o 11
AYES, Nors,
Mr. Barnett Mr, Bath
Mr. Brown Mr, Bolton
Mr. Cowcher Mr, Collier
Mr. Davies My, Hicks
Mr. Eddy Mr. Holman
M. Ewing Mr. Johneon
Mr. Foulkes Mr, Scaddan
Mr. Gordon Mr. Taylor
My, Gregory Mr Underwood
Mr. Gull Mr. Wolker
Mr. Mlingworth Mr. Ware
Ar. Keenan Mr, A, J, Wilson
Mr. Layman Mr. Troy (Teller).
Me. McLaort,
Mr, Mitcheil
M. Monger
Mr. N. J. Moore
Mr. 8. F. Moore
Mr. Smith
Mr. Stone
Mr. Yeryard

Mr, P, Wilzon

Mr, Hardwick (Teller).
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Motion thus passed, the debate ad-
journed.

PUBLIC BATTERIES INQUIRY, TO
PRINT REPORT.

Mr. G. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret)
moved-—

That the report of the Inquiry Board on the

State Battery System, together with appen-
dices, be printed.
This was an extensive report of 120 odd
pages of typewriting. The Minister had
estimated that the inquiry board would
cost £400 ; but considering the volume
of the report presented, the amount of
travelling done by wembers, and the
aren covered and also the time taken,
one would be safe in saying the report
would cost between £l,000 and £1,500.
The report of an inquiry board dealing
with the pubhc battery systew which had
cost the State roughly a quarter of a
million of money, dealing also with pri-
vate batteries subsidised by the Govern-
ment as public crushers, also dealing with
the gemeral managenment of public bat-
teries and the various phases of the
battery system and containing recom-
mendations to the Minister, should he
printed. It was a voluminous produc-
tion. He did not think the Government
desired to prevent the printing of the
report which bad cost aoything between
£800 and £1,500. The cost of printing
was ouly a mere bagatetle. ‘The value of
the report to the people of Western Aus-
tralin and the Mines Department itself
was incalculable. A few typewritten
copies of the report would be of no value
to the State. No doubt many applications
for copies of the report would be received,
thevefore it was only right that the re-
port should be printed. Members wounld
see the necessity of having the report
printed and circulated so that those
interested might be able to read it.

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
H. Gregory): It was intended to get
something like 100 copies of the report
turned out by cyclostyle, which would
enable a copy to be sent to each of the
prospectors’ associations in the State and
to each member of Parliament. This
could be done at little cost in the depart-
ment. The inquiry had already cost a
great deal and he did not want to increase
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that cost. He hoped the hon. member
would be satisfied with that promise.

Me. Tavror: What would be the
expense of printing 1,000 copies of the
report ?

Tae MINISTER : To print 200 copies
would cost between £40 and £50. If
the hon. member would withdraw his
motion and afterwards it was found that
the cost of printing would amount to
only £15 or £20, then he would have
the report printed. If the cost exceeded
that it would be better to have the report
typed and turned out by cyclostyle.

Me. Scabpan: What would be the
coat of the cyclostyle copies ¥

Tue MINISTER: A couple of pounds.
If the report could be printed for £20
there would be no objection to its being
doune, but the inquiry had cost so much
that the Government did not feel inclined
o spend move money unless some good
reason were shown.

Mr.J. B. HOLMAN (Murchison) : It
was to be regretted the Minister raised an
objection to the printing of the report,
which could be doue for £50 or £60 at
the very outside. 1f the report was
printed and distributed in the State
amongst those interested in the pnblic
battery system it would save a great deal
of money. When speaking on the battery
question some time ago he made some
strong remarks, and he regretied to say
that what he then stated was more than
true. The report proved that the state-
meonts he made were not strong enough.
After some £1,100 or £1,200 had been
spent on the inquiry, to give full effect to
the recommendation of the board full
publicity should be given to the report.
Therefore it should be printed and dis-
tributed. The Minister had stated that
100 copies turned out by the cyclostyle
wonld cost about £2. He understood
it would teke a fortnight to do this
work and the cost would be about £10.
Therefore there was very little difference
between the cost of turning out copies by
the cyclostyle and printing the report,
It was necessary iu a matter of this kind
that members should be able to call for
copies of such a rveport at any time.
After 80 members were each supplied with
a copy very few would be left to send to
the leasebolders and prospectors’ asso-
ciations.
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The Press in the country.

to Print Report.

should be supplied with copies. So far
only the metropolitau Press had been
supplied with copies of the report. Too
great publicity could not be given to the
report.

Me. W. D, JOHNSON (Quildford):
It wust be realised that 1t was felse
ecunomy to spend £1,100 to get a report
made, and then that the report should lie
on.the table and the information not be
given to anyoune. It was true that if the
Minister had cyclostyle copies of the
report mude he could distribute them
amoagst members, but we desired when
we appointed a Royal Commission that
the information obtained should go
farther than to members of Parliament.
It was true the Press bad given certain
information from the report, but those
directly and mainly interested in the
report would not read it unless it were
printed. The winers and prospectors
and other organisations connected with
the mining industry were interested.
Copies of the report should be distributed
amongst leaseholders and prospectors’
associations. It would be false economy
not to have the report printed. There
was sufficient in the report to justify the
printing of it.

Mr. TRUOY (Mt. Magunet) supported
the wmotion. The Minister knew with
what expectation the prospectors and the
people interested in the mining industry ,
looked forward to this inquiry. The
action of the Minister in appointing the
board met with approval, buf the associa-
tions had not beeu able to obtain all the
information contained in the report from
the Press, which published only a digest
of the report. It was the duty of mem-
bers to carry the motion so that a
sufficient number of copies ¢f the report
could be printed and that every associa-
tion in the country would receive a copy.
Many parts of the State could not be
visited by the board, because it was
desired to get the report in quickly.
These centres would specially like to get
a copy of the report. It would be of
educational value to them, and make
them fully understand the disabilifies
under which they laboured. At present
they did not understand that. The
board was appointed chiefly to find out
the defects in the public battery system.
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Many of the numerous complaints would
not be forthcoming if customers of the
State batteries knew the exuct condition
of affairs. No other report ever pre-
sented to the House made such sweeping
recommendations and chargea. To sup-
press it was needless. The cost of print-
ing would be small ; and it seemed foolish
to spend over 2 thonsand pounds on an
inquiry board if we annulled ifs recom-
mendations by preventing the publication
of the facts.

Mr. TAYLOR (in reply): The
Minister had given an assorance that the
report would be printed if the cost did
not exceed £30. The motion could safely
be withdrawn; for the report was no
louger than the first annual report of the
Public Service Commissioner, 500 copies
of which appeared to have cost £27 8s. Bd.

Ter MirisTer: An estimate would be
procured to-morrow.

Me. TAYLOR had complained of the
extravagance of the Printing Office ; but
it wus false ecomomy to refrain from
printing a report om a State battery
system which had cost a quarter of
a million of money. The inquiry cost
£1,100; and it was not economy to re.
frain from printing 500 copies. He
would withdraw the motion.

Motion by leave withdrawm.

MOTION—MINES DEVELOPMENT, HOW
TO ASSIST.

Debate resumed from the 25th July,
on the motion by Mr. Lyxnca * That the
Government should consider the advis.
ability of providing on the next Loan
Estimates for a substantial allocation of
money, to give assistance to owners of
approved mining properties on the erec-
tion of winling, pumping, and reduction
plants.”

Mz. M. F. TROY (Mt. Magnet): I
wish at the outset to congratnlate the
member for Leonora on the very com-
prebensive and satisfactory mannper in
which he introduced this motion. I
feel sure that there is no other member
of this House who would take such pains
to supply the information which the hon.
memger has provided. The matteris one
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which probably more than any other con-
cerns the future of our mining industry,
becanse during the past two or three
years the greater portion of thatindustry,
has been falling inte the hands of the
small men. TIn previous years, when a
prospector found a Pproperty he seld it
sooner or later to some company, which
took out of his hands the work of
developing thaf property at a depth. At
one time the wmining companies did all
the developmental work. Capital was
procured from various sources, with the
result that the only mines sunk to any
depth were in the bands of companies
many having their headquarters outside
the State; and all development work was
done by companies instead of by indi-
viduals. During the past two or three
years prospectors have taken a greater
interest than they previously displayed
in the development of our mines. In
every goldfield of the State, with the
probable exception of the Kalgoorlie field
—and even there the prospectors are
doing more development work than they
ever did previously—the duty of develop-
ing the mining industry is falling on our
prospectors and leaseliolders. ‘T'he North
Coolgardie, Murchison, Pilbarra, and
Dundas Goldfields are now being opened
up by the prospector, who five or six
years ago never thought of going bLelow
water-level.  To-day he can sink deeper
because he has been greatly assisted by
the introduction of the State battery
system, which has enabled him to get
more gold from his property than he
could secure in previous years. Now
that the stone can be erushed at a public
battery, he can often secure a sufficient
return from the stone above water-level
to enable him to sink below that level;
and wany of our prospectors would rather
work their own properties, with the hope
of securing & fair return, than sell them
to eompames who would probubly pay a

low price.  The prospectors are anxious
to retuin their properties, if they
can find gufficient funds to carry

on developmental work. I can quote
numerous instances in which, if pro-
spectors had received the support they
desired and deserved, they would have
worked their mines more systematically
then is now possible; and 1t is becanse
the member for Leonora recogmises that
many prospectors in this State are



1582 Mines Development :

unable successfully to develop their
properties that he has moved this motion.
We find that though much has been said
of State assistance to our mining indus-
try, and though much is said in this
House of how the industry should be
fostered and assisted, the prospector
receiven very little more assistance to-day
than he received in years past. There is
only one method by which he is assisted
—through the public batieries. The
Mining Development Act provides that
he shall receive certain assistance to sink
below-water level ; and members are often
misled by the opinion that in every
instance the prospector receives this as-
sistance. I wish to point out that it is
rarely granted. Hundreds of prospectors
may apply, but rarely are their applica-
tiong favourably received, because the
Act provides :LIYSO that assistance shall
not be given unless with the approval of
the State Mining Engineer. In hundreds
of cases that officer does not see his way
to approve. Only recently I had occasion
to apply to the Minister for assistance to
a property at a place called Yuin, on the
Yalgoo Goldfield, which property I be-
lieve could some years ago have been
sold to a company for £20,000. The
gentleman who owns the property has
worked it for many years; in fact, I
believe that seven or eight years ago he
made a battery of wood, and with a
wooden stamper secured sufficient gold to
buy a unit battery. Later on, he tells
me, Mr. Martin, engineer, of Gawler,
South Australia, when visiting the Mur-
chison saw how this man was endeavour-
ing to develop his mine, and promised to
send him a five-head wmill. The ownertook
the stone in a wheelbarrow to the battery,
and by this tedious process was able still
farther to increase his plant, with the
result that the mine is to-day opened up
to a depth of about 200ft. It is not
systematically opened wp, and the devel.
opment is thevefore retarded: but it
has a winding plant, a 10-head battery,
and is generally equipped in fairly
up-to-date fashion on the surface. That
mine to-day is undoubtedly recognised by
experts who have recently visiled it to be
one of the best in Western Australia.
I believe that not long ago a Mr,
Doolette inspected the property, and was
amazed to find that a mine of such
promise existed in that locality, and that
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very little wasknown aboutit. The reason
is, the owner has been endeavouring
during all these yearato develop the mine
bimgelf. He does not wish to dispose of
it to some company, for he holds that it
contains sufficient gold to keep himself
and his family all their lives; and natur-
ally he wishes to retain the property on
which he has worked so long. Bat he
has lately got into low water, becanse the
mine, being developed to a depth, has be-
come more costly to work; and the working
is all the more costly becausethe mine was
originally developed ina primitive manner.
Finding himself in financial difficulties,
he approached the Mines Depuartment for
a loan of £500 to aid him in intro-
ducing rock drills with a view to the
work being done much cheaper; and
when the Minister found how that wan
had persevered and struggled, he assured
me that he would meet that man's wishes;
but the State Mining Engincer bas now
reported to me that the Minister cannot
see his way clear to grant the request.
I believe the Minister cannot make these
grauts, because he has not the funds. If
a gertain sumn of money were to be put
apart frow loan fundes, as desired by the
motion, it would give the Minister suffi-
cient funds to enable him to help deserv-
ing prospectors, such as the one I have
mentioned, There are localities where
wines bave been abandoued at one time
or another; for instance there is Paynes-
ville, or East Mt. Magnet. A letter I
have received from a gentleman there
infurms me that there are prospectors
there working in mines abandoned some
years ago, and that they are sanguine
they will be able to do well out of these
mines ; but they cannot do much good
unless they receive some assistance from
Government to enable them get stone
below water-level. This gentleman hasa
five-head battery, and he wants a few
pounds to enable him to purchase a
boiler. If the Minister bad the wmoney,
deserving prospectors of that kind would
be assisted. There is great neced for
much fo be done by the Sute to
farther encourage the mining industry.
It is apparent that the companies
are not taking the same interest in
the development of mines as in previous
years. No company will now buy a pro-
perty unless there ts a profit in sight,
Tyrue, several properties have been sold
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at Black Kange lately in the prospecting
stage; but in every mine sold there
to companies, there could be seen a
profit over and above the expenses for
some fime to come. Unless companies
can be shown that there is a profit ahead,
thece will be no purchases of wining
properties in this State, and all develop-
mental work must be done by pro-
spectors. But they cannot do il unless
they can get below water-level, and work-
ing below water-level adds considerably
to the cost of mining. Because of tbe
difficulty of coping with the water, min-
ing costs about twice as much below as it
does above water-level. To assist these
persons endeavouring to get below water-
level to develop our mining properties,
_we must have aid from State funds; and
the House would be wise in carrying this
motion to enable the Minister who may
be in power for the time being to have
the money at his command to give asaist-
ance to these prospectors and to aid in
the mining development of the State. I
hope that members on both sides of the
House will recognise the necessity for
carrying a motion of this character.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES (Hou.
H. Gregory) : I have no great objection
to the motion, but I think some slight
exception should be taken to some of the
statements made by the member for
Leonora in moving this motion. In the
first place 1 desire to thank the member
for Mt. Magnet for his kindness in con-
tinuing the debate for me at a moment’s
notice. So far as I can see, little barm
could result from the passing of the
motion, becanse up to the present—
and ¥ think I will be able to show
this—we have heen expending, In
comparison with any of the other
States of Australasia, a very fair
gum indeed in the development of the
mining industry. The member for Leo-
nora said that the mining in this State
wag in a state of stagnation. I cannot
agree with him that there is any stagna-
tion in our mining indusiry at the

resent time. Certainly the gold output
18 not equal to what it was last year or
the year before, but at the same time I
think there is more genuine prospecting
going on in Western Australia to-day
than in almost any period of its history.
In 1895 and 1896 there was more talk
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of prospecting than there is to-day, and
probably there were more people out in
what we may term so-called prospecting;
but so far as the genuine prospecting or
developing of our wmining industry is
concerned, I do not think that at any
time in the history of the State there has
been more done than is being done at the
present time. It is not necessary, to my
mind, that we should have men pro-
specting out in the far-back oountry.
Certainly it i wise that a certain amount
of prospecting should be going om, but
there is no doubt that there arer many
old fields abandoned years and years
ago that arve well worth prospecting at
the present time. Only within the last
month I visited Fraser’s Range district,
a little to the south of Southern Cross, a
district in which old prospectors of this
State found a good deal of gold, and in
which a good deal of prospecting work
was being done at the time of the dis-
covery of (oolgardie. At that time
pearly all the prospectors left Fraser's
Range; new finds were made beyond
Coolgardie, and the Fraser's Range dis-
trict was deserted. At the time of my
vigit, I saw many promising properties,
and T heard many stories of wines that
had been worked to a certain degree
for their wealth in the old days. [
am satisfied that at Fraser's Range,
quite close to our -railway system,
there is a large area fit for prospect-
ing. Ravensthorpe is almost a new
district, where there is a large area
of mineral country; and there is more
prospecting going on there to-day than
I think has taken place in that district
in any other period of its history, In
the Meekatharra distriet, although an
old distriet, reeent developments have
gshown that there is a magnificent belt
worthy of a great deal of prospecting.
The last reports on the Black Range
district go to show that the district 1s
not confined to a small area, but that
there is an enormous area there well
worth prospecting. Only a fow days ago
some good teports were received 1in
regard to the old Roebourne district. In
the Pilbarra country, more especially in
connection with tin.mining, there have
been wonderful developments. I do not
know that there has been any period in
our higtory when more prospecting has
been done than is going on at present.
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Let us take the figares in comnection
with the mining industry. The member
for Leonora seemed to think that there
are considerably less people employed in
this industry to-day than there were
in past vears. In 1901 there were
16,755 persons employed as miners in
Western Australia. In 1904 there were
16,848. In 1905 there were 16,832, and
at the end of June this year there were
16,973. 8o, although there were a few
less employed this year than in 1803, yet
there were more persons employed in
mining in June this year than in 1901,
1904, or 1905.

Me. HoLwan: That is nobt the whole
fotal of thoze engaged in mining.

Tae MINISTER: No. There are
persons called diggers. In the last
report I had I think it was mentioned
that 50 diggers were supposed to be
employed on the tinfields in the Pilbarra
goldfield, but I am sure there must be
at least 150 diggers working on the
Moolvella tinfield. I am quite satisfied
that there are 250 to 350 diggers em-
ployed on the Pilbarra goldfield in tin-
mining and gold-mining. Diggers are not
classed -as miners, and we have no record
except what we receive as am approxi-
mate number employed, and that is
usually given as the number of men
holding miners’ rights. I am satisfied
that we have now more genuine pro-
spectors, more men trying to develop the
mining industry in the State, than we
have had ab any other time in the mining
history of Westeru Australia; and we
have an equal number of men employed
in mining above abnd underground to
those employed in 1901. 8o, I do not
think it is fair to say that there is any
stagnation in the industry. Certainly
the output is a little less, but we need
only look up the figures to find that the
grade of ore has come down, and that a
greater tonnage has to be worked to-day
in comparison with what was worked a
few years ago; and I think we can well
consider that the decrveased output will
mean not a decrease in the number of men
employed, but on the other hand a very
necessary iucrease. I feel satisfied as to
the future. We have no reason to
doubt. There bas been a great number
of pew discoveries made recently. I need
only mention Barrambie, Wodgina, and
Jourdie Hills. There are wany new dis-
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coveries being made, and I think we may
reat quite satisfied go far as the future of
mining is concerned. If this motion is
carried—and I have no objection to offer
to it—is it going to place the aseistance
to mining on any different footing from
what it has been in the past? If so, 1
would like to be shown how and in what
way the motion would put any assistance
given on u different footing. The mem-
ber for Leonora spoke strongly in con-
nection with the great fuss we made of
the amount paid away in dividends,
and he said he would prefer to boast of
an increase in labour. I do not think
we make any mistake. If any public
man speaking in connection with the
minera] resourees of the State can show
a great output of gold, und that the work

-ig remunerative, and that we have copper,

iron, tin, and other resources, and if it
will induce people o come here to invest
in our industries, we are doing good
work, and it is our duty to do all we can
to develop our industries, a8 long as we
do it fairly and houneatly.

At 630, the Speakrer left the Chair.
At 7-30, Chair resumed.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES (con-
tinning): When the House adjourned
for tea 1 was dealing with the labour
employed in the gold-mining industry, a
matter that had been referred to in
derogatory terms by the member for Mt.
Leonora. I desire to emphasise that it
is our duty on every occasion so long as
we can fairly and honestly do so to make
all we possibly can of the great mineral
resources of the State. There is nothing
we need feel ashamed of. I have pointed
out that there is a greater number of
men employed in the mining industry
If we can show
that we are declaring large dividends on
the capital invested, it is our duty on
every occasion to try and poiet out
honestly and conscientiously the great
resources of the State. Presuming we
paas this motion, I would like to ask the
guestion, have we been backward in
regard to the development of this in-
dustry ? I have bad a return prepared
showing the money voted in New
Zealand, Victoria, and Western Aus.
tralia for the development of the mineral
resources of these countries, and I find
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the average for 21 years in New Zealand
was £42,000 per year. In Viectoria, the
average being faken only for a period of
nine years was £27,518 per annum, but
to that we have to add several small
items. During the year 1904 they voted
£23,000, but that does not affect the
average to any great extent. Still for
nine years the average was £20,000 per
annun voted for the purpose of assisting
the mining industry. In Western Aus-
tralia the average for 16 years—and in
giving these amounts I include all
moneys voted in the old days for
roads and tracks and water con.
servation, not including the Coolgardie
Water Scheme, but money expended in
puiting down tanks and in making roads
and tracks and work of a similar nature—
has been £59,228 per annum. That is
the amount expended by the various
(Governments and charged up to the
development of the mineral resources of
the State. I think that compares more
than favourably with the two countries,
New Zealand and Vietoria, which I have
mentioned. Then there are the special
amounts which have been voted. Last
year in addition to the amount for roads
and water supplies we spent £220,000 on
State batteries, In advances in mining
work we spent £7,400, advances for
boring £4,700; aid for crushing plants,
£859; subsidies for private crushing
batteries, £5,715; purchase of borivg
plants, £3,000; providing means of
transport £5,600, and drainage £1,200.
In the last three years in these items we
have spent £25,516, that is in addition
to the £220,000 I have mentioned in con-
nection with the State battery system.
In addition to that we have spent over
£13,000 already for the purpose of having
an efficient school of mines in Kalgoorlie;
go that taking it all round I do not think
it can be said for a moment. we bave been
chary .in granting agsiatance for the
development of our mineral resources.
The member for Leonora pointed out
what he thought was something special
to which we should give attention, that
efforts should be made for the purpose
of promoting local companies in this
State. I think the member is a little
late in asking that we should give special
attention to that now, because that has
been one of the most important planks of
the plaiform I have always advanced in
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connection with the mining industry.
‘We have only to look to the great work
done in Victeria, especially in Bendigo
and Ballarat, to see how people there
have assisted in the development of
their own mineral resources, to make us
think that it would be a splendid
thing if we could secure greater con-
fidence amongst our own people by some
special effort to induee onr people to
invest more in the resources of the State.
I made a special offer to the people of
Maleslm. I told them that if they would
form a local company the State would
give them special aasistance. I tried to
promote the formation of a local com-
pany there. I did the same at Men-
zies, and the same at Kalgoorlie. At
Greenbushes a company was formed,
and it has been specially assisted by
the Government. Every effort is being
made by the Mines Department ito try
and push forward this system of eundea-
vouring 1o assist our own people to in-
vest in our mining properties. Of course
we shall have to do more perhaps in the
way of legislation than has been done in
the past fer protecting our own people.
This session a emall amendment will be
made in the Criminal Code by which it
will be made a penal offence for anyone
to publish false information in regard to
a mining property. We shall try and
protect the ordinary mining man, for
mistakes can easily be made in reports
on a mining venture; so we are going to
hedge this clanse round with precautions
that no prosecution can be taken until
after inquiry has been made by the Min-
ister for Mines and noi until the evidence
has been reviewed by the Attorney
General, and only on the dictum of the
Attorney General sball a prosecution
follow. There have been two or three
cases lately in which, if the Government
had had greater powers than they possess
at present, some action might have been
taken. In the new ining legislation we
are agking the House to give the Minis-
ter greater powers so that when reports
are made he will be able to send officers
out for the purpose of sampling a mine.
We have not that power now. By
making that provision and taking action
we shall let the public know that there
is a possibility of reports being fairer,
clearer, and more honest than in some
ingtances in the past. If we can
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do this, knowing onr mineral resources
are 80 good, we ought to De able
to induce our people to assist more than
they have done iu the pastin the develop-
ment of the mining industry. I fee] satis-
fied if we can get our own people to take a
greater interest in mining we shall do
much to assist the industry. If we are
to allow the industry to remain the cat’s-
.paw of rogues, people who do not under-
stand much about mining are not likely
to invest money in mining ventures, for it
is a more speculative industry than any
other. * We know that the man who puts
money into mining takes great risks. If
persons lay themeelves out to rob the
public we must take precautions, and
if we can prove people have been dis-
‘honest we shall be able to place them in
a position to stand their trial. Such
legislation will be brought forward this
year. We must take greater precautions
than have been taken in the past. What
we want i§ confidence, and if we can give
confidence to the ordinary investor who
has not a great knowledge of mining, and
i3 not in a position to make an examina-
tion for himeelf, we shall do a great deal
to assist the industry. I think I have
shown that the assistance given to the
industry in the past has not in any senge
been mean. When I point out that for
the past 16 years we have averaged nearly
£60,000 for the development of the in-
dustry, I do not think any person can
cavil at what has been done. There
are many other ways, by means of rail-
way communication, water supplies, in
trying to open up stock routes to give a
cheaper meat supply te the people, also
reorganising the baitery system, by which
we can give greater security than we have
had in the past. I do not want members
to believe that the same old policy must
continue. The question of how we should
allocate money from the amount granted
is an awkward one. 1have often thought
it would be wise toappoint mining boards
in the various districts, but when I have
seriously considered the question the
difficulty of appointing the boards
in outlying districts has appeared.
In the constituency I represent, if we
had a mining board at Menzies they
would give very little care or atten-
‘tion to the Mt Ida district, or to
Davyhurst, Siberia, or away to Pingin
or Garri; and if we had mining boards
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at all those little centres, I think
that the policy of granting assistance
would have to be contiuned as it has
been in the past, that is that any
assistance granted should be controlled
by the head office, and subject only to
the reports obtained from the various
officials. I do not think it is wise, except
in special cages, to grant assistance for
development work. The better way {o
assist 18 by lending say a moiety of the
expenditure in the purchase of machinery.
If they have a mine to some extent
opened up and come to the Crown for
assistunce for the purpose of purchasing
machinery, then if the Government grant
an advance of a moiety of that money
they have always good security for it.
They know that the persons asking are
genuine. They can tell by the plans of
the mine whether these men have
genuinely tried to develop their workings,
and if we find that these men are
making genuine efforts to become owners
and to develop their own mine, but bave
not the requisite resources, it will be well
worth the while of the Crown to come to
their assistance. In future, while I have
control of this department, I intend to
give far greater attention to applica-
tions from persons desiring to purchase
machinery than to those from people who
desire to spend the money merely on
developmental work. In many instances
we receive applications from persons who
have taken up abandoned propositions.
They send down nice plans of what has
been done; but they themselves may not
have put in a month’s or three months’
work on the ground, and they come to the
Crown for assistance.

Mg. Tavror: That is hardly o legiti-
mate case.

THe MINISTER : Not a legitimate case
at all. Moreover, in granting assistance
for development—unless in special circum-
stances, unless the work they are going to
do is something which will prove the
whole district—we are not likely to get as
good results as we would by lending
money for the purchase of machinery.
If a man has got his mine fairly well
developed and ~ wants machinery for
cheaply working it, we are more likely
to get a return than by lending money
for development work. That is the
policy I propose to pursue in the future ;
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and I have no objection to the motion
being carried, because, so far a8 I ean
judge, it means very little more than we
have done in the past. We intend to
Fursue the same é)olicy, with the exception

have mentioned. A good deal of money
has been granted for development work.
That policy I think should, except in
special cases, not be pursued. I may
mention one case in which we recently
promised assistance for development worls,
that is the North End at Kalgoorlic.
A lot of applications came from the
Kalgoorlie district for assistance for deep
sinking at the North End, and I published
an announcement to the effect that I
would receive applications from the
various companies or persons who owned
properties, and that we would grant
agsistance to one company at that end.
Some ten or twelve applications waere
received. The Government {eologist was
sent to examine, and he has recommended
that assistance for deep sinking be granted
to one particulur property. We are going
to grant that company assistance.

Mr. Horman: Was not that company
ready to sink anyhow, whether it got
the assistance or not ?

Tae MINISTER : T cannot tell you. 1
have read through the report of the
Government Geologist. But what we
wanted to do was to try and see which
was going to do the most benefit to the
State. I want to impress upon members
that when this assistance is given it will
be given on the distinet understanding
that out of the first profits from the mine
that money has to be repaid to the Crown,
with interest added. Should the work
turn out a failure, we will regarditin the
nature of a subsidy.

Mr. TAYLOR : You are a money-lending
office in the other event.

THe MINISTER: We are a money
lending office if it turns out well ; if it fails
we look upon it as a subsidy. I may
mention an instance at Cue, where we
advanced £1,000, and so far as I can
judge at present, it has been a failure ;
and the Government look upon that as
a subsidy given to the industry in that
district. We always put a clause in our
agreements to the effect that when any
assistance for development work is granted
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in the event of the mine turning out
profitably the money has to be repaid,
and a lien is always held by the Crown
over the lease until repayment has been
made. And when lending money for
the purpose of assisting in the purchase
of machinery, we have a mortgage over
that machinery; and as we usually ad-
vance only a molety of the money, the
security to the Crown is always particularly
good, and one which is easily realisable,
The main policy of Parliament should be
to try and induce our own people to
become the owners of their own mining
propositions. If a man, or a company,
or party of miners will do their own
development work. and they want assist-
ance for the purpose of providing
machinery, such assistance should be
given, for we all recognise that it is by
cheap working that mines can be made
a success. lf, as under the old system,
a man has to cart his ore one, twe, or
three miles, money which really should
be prafit gnes in carting and high erushing
charges. The greatest assistance we can
give to a miner is that which will enable
him to become the owner of his own mine
and to develop that mine cheaply and
profitably. Therefore, I think that after
considering the question of railways,
water, and other matters of that sort,
the best assistance we can give the miner
i5 to aid him in putting machinery on his
property, and enable him to hecome the
owner of his own mine. 1 have no ob-
jection to offer to the motion. [ do not
think it pledges us to anything more
than we have adopted in the past. I
hope the statement 1 have made with
regard to our future policy, that instead
of granting money for doing ordinary
development work the money shall be
expended more for the purchase of
machinery, will meet with the approval
of members,

Mr. T. WALKER (Kanowna): Whilst
I approve of assistance being given in
the manner suggested by the Minister,
on good security, I think it would be
wise policy to admit of a little bit of
elasticity in the assistance to mining
generally. I admit that in the past a
good deal of money has been wasted ; not
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by taking wrong methods, but by the '

indiscriminate granting of loans by the
Government to parties who, perhaps,
were undeserving or unworthy of assist-
ance. Now, while I am gpeaking, there
occurs t0 my mind a peculiar case in
which I think Government assistance
would be of extreme value, I am alluding
to that old mining field Kurnalpi. The
Minister will probably remember that a
long time ago I submitted to him a pro-
posal irom the miners. The proposal was
of this nature, that a prospecting party
from among those resident on the spot,
selected by those living there, should be
assisted by the Government, but only to
the extent of providing it with food and
tools for exploration. Those who are
living there are confident that the gold
at that spot is by no means exhausted ;
but for a long time the field has been on
the decline. At one period it was a
flourishing centre, one of the most flourish-
ing in the State, I believe. In the early
‘history of the goldfields it was a flourishing
township; to-day buildings are in ruins
and deserted, and their desolate appear-
ance is a painful spectacle. And yet there
are people who have lived there from
then till now and still preserve their
faith in the place. But they have lived
there so long and the gold getting has
become so scarce in the immediate vicinity
of the old township that they are penniless.
How they get along at all is a mystery ;
and as a matter of fact many have de-
serted the place within the last two years.
I think that proposition was a wise one.
It was not a proposition of adventurers,
not & proposition for assistance to that
class of people who come to the Govern-
ment to get 2 job to tide them over a period
of idleness, to get a few horses and go
away anywhere and anyhow with food
and Government supplies. 1t was a pro-
position t0 assist people who were not
desirous of deserting the old place, but
of prospecting it thoroughly within an
area of say 20 miles, and of giving the
place a thorough trizl. I do not see why
there should not be a possibility of help-
ing these people by the Mines Depart-
ment. 1s it not to the interest of the
State that such men as these should be
assisted ; old pioneers, workers on the
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field, who have done so much to encourage
prospecting and mine development gener-
ally in this State ? Many of them are old
experienced men, as honest as the day,
men who would not cheat a comrade or
the Government of a farthing. They
merely want subsistence while they do this
work for the State. That is all they
agk ; and yet the rules will not permit,
T believe, of that assistance being given.
I should like to see some discretion used,
even if it be a departure from the ordinary
methods in cases of that sort, so that
good may accrue ultimately to the whole
Btate, Men experienced as those men are
would not be likely to waste—in fact
they would not have any money to waste-—
and they would not be inciined to sponge
on the Government for their bare subsist-
ence without giving service in return.
I should like to see a sum—and it need
be only a very small sum—placed on
the Estimates to help in a case like that.
Thenthereisanother mstance, at Randell’s.
The sulphides there are exceedingly diffi-
cult to work, and it is hard for the poor
man to test the ores. The work is too
expensive for the poor miner to prosecute.
There is one mine there which I believe
is Aourishing, at least it has exceedingly
good promise. Capital has been put mnto
it, mostly Perth capital, and the results
are gratifying. Men are being employed
there ; in faet it is the only thing which
is keeping the place alive; but the reefs
these men are exploiting are in the
neighbourhood of others, and the men
have asked that the Government should
test these reefs by deep sinking. They
ask for o bore to be put down. Putting
down a bore may not be the most satis
factory way of securing a test, and
certainly there is no security for it, and
if the thing be a failure the money would
be wasted, but at the same time the
contrary may prove to be the case.

Tur MINISTER FOR MINES: One bore
would be of no use.

Mr. WALKER: Supposing we put
down more than one bore in the district
youare testing. Surely it is worth trying,
if you can spend money on wild-goose-chase
exploring parties. Surely the money
would not be wasted, for the geological
information obtained would be of valuo



Mines Development :

to the State, as testing the quality of our
lodes; and meanwhile it would give to
the people who have been living there in
hope, expending their all in the endeavour
to work those refractory lodes, some
encouragement to remain in the place.
I am sure the Minister will admit that
the great benefit conferred by the mining
industry on the State has been conferred
through the instrumentality of the puor
men, the real workers. And if assist-
ance should be given to anybody it should
be given to those who lhave no means,
who cannot afford to do the development
work necessary in the hard sulphide
reefs in places like Randell's. When a
man has enough capital to give security
to the State, when his development hag
proceeded so far that he can begin to erect
machinery, when he has tested his mine
to that extent, then while I do not wish
to discredit the value of his proposition,
[ say that when security is available
money can be procured. But one must
have money to get the security in the
first instance. The real need for Govern-
ment assistance is experienced where there
are the workers and the energy, but no
cash behind. It is those people whom I
desire to see helped.

TAE MmvisteR : You must remember
that they are legion.

Mr. WALKER : Well, they are not so
numerous. How much money would be
needed ! What is thrown away on a
trip would suffice to help the people at
Kurnalpi.

Tue MinisTer : That is but a small

lace.

Mr. WALKER : The total sum would
not run into four figures if you helped
several centres. And what would be the
chances if the experiment were successful 4
Take the case of the men who discovered
a rich reef on the woodline near
Kenowna? Such discoveries would ab-
sorb labour now unemployed, and would
relieve the finances of the State. 1 am
not complaining at all of what has been
promised ; but I should like to see help
extended to those prospectors who have
not the money to develop a mine sufficient-
ly to warrant the erection of machinery,
those, in short, who are on the hunt for
new gold, for fresh prospects. Those
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should not be forgotten. In other States
the example has been set of helping very
liberally indeed this class of gold-hunter.
I cannot say that the results have always
been very gratifying ; but good has been
done, and other States are lavish in such
help to prospectors. I should like to see
this branch of the Mines Department
turned into a sort of respectable loan
office, lending -money in certain ecases
without security. When men can give
security they are in a fair way to help
themselves. The men who ecannot begin
to develop, who may know that the gold
is there but have not a penny in their
pockets to do development work or any
other necessary work, are those whom I
wish to assist. And particularly do I
think that a whole township like Randell's,
or like Kurnulpi, should have some small
vote set aside to enable the men to try the
district, to let them know whether it is
worth their while to hang on, or whether
they should seck new pastures. That
would be not only u generous but a useful
act of the department; and 1 hope that
the Minister will slightly widen his policy,
to admit of helping those necessitous men
who are really, after all, the true pioneers
of the goldficlds areas.

Mr. H. R. UNDERWOQOD (Pilbarra) :
My principal reason for rising to support
this motion is that I scarcely agree with
the Minister for Mines (Hon. H. Gregory),
or with the member for Kanowna {Mr.
Walker). In the electorate I represent
there is a district, Bamboo Creek, worked
many years ago before the days when
mine management had been brought to
its present pitch of excellence, and when
extravagance was rampant. The mines
of that district were worked to water-
level ; and then, owing to the extravagance
and inexperience of the managers, the
mines were thrown up. And there is
many good practical miners who firmly
believe that there is yet in Bamboo Creek
abundance of gold. The returns from
that place have been very good; and I
feel sure that if the Government will
come forward with assistance, principally
to procure pumping gear, a great field
will be opened up in that district. The
Minister states that the Government is
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not prepared to give assistance except
when the owner of the mine has done the
work. Such assistance certainly cannot
be given in a place like Bamboo Creek.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES : What I said
was, that some persons picked up aban-
doned shows on which considerable work
had been dons, apnd then sent to the
department elaborate plans, with a request
for assistance to proceed with development
work.

Me. UNDERWOOD : The shows at
Bamboo Creek have undoubtedly been
abandoned. The member for Kanowna
says that the Government should assist
those who have no money. In the
district 1 speak of the shows would be
worked by men who have some money,
but have not enough to risk the purchase
of pumping and winding gear.

MRr. WaLkeR : I do not wish to prevent
the assistance of such men ; but I desire
that the poor man also should be assisted.

Mr. UNDERWOOD : I am sure that
if assistance were given to men who, as 1
say, have money, in order that they may
try the deserted mines at Bamboo Creek,
a really good goldfield would be opened
up there; and I trust that the Minister,
when preparing his estimates, will not
be too harsh in considering whether the
shows were opened up by the present
owners. One other statement I should
like to make. The administration of this
vote should be altogether free from
political control. I mean that the vote
ghould be used for the benefit of practical
men who are looking for minerals, and
not for the benefit of candidates who are
prospecting for seats in Parliament. At
the late Pilbarra election an element of
that sort was introduced ; and I think it
is one of the worst features of political
life. I thoroughly agree that the expen-
diture of money as suggested would be
advantageous to the State; but I think
we should take care that it is not expended
to obtain a seat in Parliament for any
particular candidate, or to retain a seat
for any particular member.

Mr. J. B. HOLMAN (Murchison ); As
the Minister assures us that he has no
intention of opposing the motion, it is not
Dpecessary to give the matter much farther
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consideration. The motion asks that the
Government should merely consider the
advisabifity of providing on the next
Loan Bstimates for a substantial alloca-
tion of money to give assistance to owners
of approved mining properties, in the
erection of winding, pumping. and re-
duction plants. I maintain that this
should be one of the first considerations
of the Government. As the Minister said
a few moments ago, there are at the
present moment in this State more of
those properties abandoned and subse-
quently taken up by prospectors than
there ever were previously. I ean fully
bear out his statement. [n almost every
mining field we find that companies have
abandoned their holdings and that pro-
spectors have taken up the work and are
pushing it on as fast as they can. Take
the case of the Murchison Goldfield. At
the present time I dare say I could eount
the Murchison mining companies on the
fingers of orie hand. [n my own district,
which covers thousands of miles, I do not
think that more thar two or three com-
panies are working. There are no com-
panies working at Nannine, only one at
Meekatharra, only one at Wiluna, and
the Peak Hill company is not at work
except for the purpose of reducing the
wages of the miners,

THE MINISTER FOR MiNeR: That com-
pany’s exemption was cancelled.

Mr. HOLMAN : I know that the com-
pany has a few men employed on the
lease ; but the company has over thirty
leases taken up, and the smallest contains
six acres; so the aggregate area must
be nearly three hundred acres. During
the whole time for which the company
has held that property only two or three
leases have been worked. The remaining
leases have never been worked at all,
thouﬁh there are hundreds of men who
would be quite willing to go to Peak Hill
and to work several of those leases. We
must seriously consider what is to be
done with such arcas of ground held by
companies and never worked at all. It
is very fine for the Minister, year in and
year out, to permit concentration of
labour on one or two leases; but in
my opinion this should be stopped and
fewer amalgamations of leases permitted,
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g0 that large areas held idle may be opened
up. We should give companies operating
in Western Australia every consideration
for the work they are doing here. I
should not encroach on the interests of
any company ot other party of men from
any other country, who have invested
money here; but the time has arrived
when we should prevent them from ex-
ploiting this State by means which perhaps
are hardly legitimate, so as to get large
areas of landg and refusing to do any
work thereon. At Peak Hill there is
only one company, which has had exemp-
tion until August of this year; and that
company holds some three hundred acres
of the best gold-bearing country there ;
and now it is pleading the fact that
the leases have for some time been under
exemption, and the fact that the company
has been miserably managed, as excuses
for obtaining a reduction of wages in s
district where many men are out of
employment. There are not half-a-dozen
mining companies on the whole of the
Murchison Goldfield. Qut of the many
companies floated there, there are not
hali-a-dozen working now, but there are
hundreds, I may say thousands of pro-
spectors working in Murchison districts.
At Meekatharra, a place that has been
opened up solely by working parties and
prospectors, and which, though the
Minister said it was an old centre, is not
so very old, being only six or seven years
old, the work has been greatly retarded
because of the want of sufficient facilities
in the shape of water and crushing plants,
and also because of the scarcity of timber.
"They have a water supply, but I am sorry
to say it is giving out. Four or five
months ago a water supply was promised
for that district, and the assurance wag
given that the scheme would be completed
within a few months. I do not think
the work is far advanced at present.
However, I am sure that the Minister
will give his assurance that the prospectors
in that district will obtain this facility.

Tag MiNisTER FOR MINgS: The pipes
are on the road.

Me. HOLMAN: I received a wire
to-day saying that the water is giving
out there at present. There is a Govern-
ment cyani
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been idle for 12 months, and geld worth
thousands of pounds is locked np in the
sands lying there untreated. At Wiluna
there is only one company working, but
a mining company there has held leases
for the last four or five years, and has
not paid a day's wages in the whole of
that time. Certainly some of its leases
are let on tribute, but that iz not the
way to open up the country, because
tributors only drag out what they can
in the easiest possible manner ; they take
all the gold near the surface, and when
the mine is worked out to water-level
it is uscless for all practical purposes
until a large sum of money is spent in
erecting pumping appliances and machin-
ery. With leases like that the Minister
should not grant exemptions, or allow the
companies to hold the ground by granting
tributes : he should compel them to employ
a certain amount of labour to open up
the mines in o proper manner. A few
days ago I was at Higginsville, and I
found there some 100 men prospecting
and labouring under great difficulties.
They had to pay from 25s. to 30s. a
thousand gullons for water for domestic
purposes and for mining purposes, One
of the first things the Minister should
do should be to see that these prospectors
have a suppiy of water, not only to carry
on their mining, but also for domestic
purposes. A motion was moved by me
some time ago in connection with the
assistance given to prospectors. To my
mind it showed that the assistance given
in the past was not the assistance of the
right character. Lending camels, horges,
and carts to prospectors who have not as
yetdiscovered anything payablein Western
Australia, to go out prospecting, is not a
gystem that is going to do u great deal for
the country. Help should be given in
the way indicated by the motion moved
by the member for Leonora, that is to
grant ussistance towards the erection of
pumping, winding, and reduction plants.
Many grospecbors on the Murchison have
worked their properties to water-level;
and unless they obtain assistance by way
of a grant for the erection of machinery,
it will be impossible for them to carry on.
It 35 all very well for the Minister to say
that in no time in the history of Western
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Australia has mining looked so well. I
have truvelled a great deal over Western
Australia in the past 12 months, and 1
am sorry to say that I cannot agree with
the Minister. The mining industry is
not in a flourishing condition at the
present time, and that fact is clearly
proved by almost every other industry
in the State being in a depressed con-
dition. The prospects of Western Aus-
tralia to-day are not by any means what
we can congratulate ourselves on. We
should logk to something to remedyv the
evil that exists. Of course giving
encouragement to locul companies is one
of the principal things to be done. We
should encourage people in the State to
invest a little of their capital in our mines,
and unless we do that we can look to an
end of a great deal of employment now
given in the mining industry in the near
future, because as soon as the mining
companies find their properties are not
paying, they close them down and ohtain
exemption and allow their leases to remuin
idle for years. I have known share-
holders in local companies in Bendigo.
men working in the district for years. to
pay calls to locul mining companies for
90 years and then get well repaid for out-
lay in opening up the properties. Almost
all the companies in Bendigo were some
years ago owned locally. At the present
time, perhaps, speculation from other
parts has advanced in Bendigo as in other
districts ; but mining there is not so good
as it was a few years ago, notwithstanding
that they have in some parts obtained
greater returns than they were geiting
a few years ago. As was done in Bendigo,
we should encourage people in Perth
and the State generally to invest a little
capital to open up our mines ; and then
we could be sure that local people would
not expend their money to get as much
out of the mine as they could and then
lock it up and get exemption. [ was
pleased to hear that the Minister is going
to do something in the near future to
prevent those glowing reports of mining
companies and false reports made time
after time with a view to inducing people
to invest money in mining so as to rob
these people of their money. A consider-
able amount of harm has been done to
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mining in Western Australia during the
last few years in this way. We have only
to look back at the affairs of the Boulder
Deep Levels, the Hannans Star, and the
Golden Pole, for cases where investors were
robbed of a considerable amount of money;
and we have also to lock at the Narlarla
reports, the Whitford reports, and the
reports published in the Eastern States
and elsewhere in connection with the
Wagin find, So far as we have reason
to believe, the glowing reports sent from
those districts were only made with the
view of inducing people to invest money,
and allowing a lot of speculators to take
maney out of the pockets of other people.
1f the Minister will bring down legislation
to punish those who publish false mining
reports in connection with the mining
properties in this State, I can assure him
he will get all the assistance from me I
can possibly give him. Now that the
rabbit-proof fence is being constructed
through the State, and we can get a
definite opinion as to the great tract of
our territory traversed by this fence,
the greatest part of which is probahbly
gold-hearing, it would be advisable to
have the fence charted and the water
supplies along the fence shown. This
would enable the prospectors to go out
and make camps along the fence. The
great difficulty prospectors have in going
out to look for new country is che face
that they do not know where the water
supplies are, and a considerable amount
of their time is taken up in searching for
water. lf they know that they can get
a water supply within a week or a few
duys, they can spend a great deal more
time in prospecting. When prospectors
gu out and discover anything, even at
present, they have to give a large portion
of their holdings to get people with money
to assist them in opeming up their pro-
perties. | maintain that one of the best
ways in  which we can assist the pro-
spectors who go into new country to
open up their properties, is to give them
more liberal terms. We could give them
practically the right to the lease without
the payment of fees so long as they worked
the property themselves; and when
their property is proved we should give
them asststance towards the erection ot
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plant and a battery. if the property is
anything worth erecting machinery on.
The motion only asks for an expression of
opinion by the House as to whether the
Government should provide this money
separately on the Loan Estimates. lam
in accord with it. 1 liope that the money
will not only be put on the Estimates,
but that it will be granted in the direction
the member for Leonora asked when he
moved the motion. The Minister said
that we gave more assistance in Western
Australia towards the development of
mining than was done in Vietoria ; but
I know some instances in Vietoria where
sums amounting to £6,000 and £10.000
have been given to mining ventures to
asgist in development work.  [f instead of
giving a few paltry pounds as now to send
out camels and horses with men to prospect
over country already run over, wegave
substantial sums, a Jot more good would
be done than is being done at present.

Mer. G. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret):
There is no great necessity to urge the
motion, because the Minister has given
assurance that he will not oppose it, and
we know that, considering the large sums
of money that have been voted by Par-
liament from time to time for the develop-
ment of the gold-mining industry, no
change has so suddenly come over mer-
bers of this House that they would give
grudging support to any Estimates that
come down for that purpose. What I
thought was in the mind of the member
for Leonora—at least if it was not in his
mind it is in mine—was that Parliament
should direct in some way how these
moneys are to he expended. We voted
last year something like £100,000 of loan
funds in a lump sum for the Minister,
and the Mipister has the expenditure of
this at his own sweet will. In a State
s0 large as Western Australia, because of
the varying conditions the industry takes
in the different districts, it would be wise
if Parliament directed the Minister as to
the way in which the money voted in
such a large sum should be expended.
For instance, the Minister has pointed
out to-night that he intends to give more
freely in future to property holders who
can show that there is suflicient develop-
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ment work done to warrant the erection
of machinery. That was in some degree
rightly disagreed with by the member
for Kanowna. When a mine reaches the
stage that through her development work
she has proved the absolute necessity for
machinery, there is not much necessity
for the leaseholder to go to the Government
for assistance, because there are any
number of private firws who would erect
the necessary machinery for farther work-
ing and development to exhause the ore
bodies already proved and tested by the
development which has taken place. In
my opinion we should assist the men
who are prospecting and developing, doing
the work themselves, and who are per-
fectly competent and capable of doing it,
but who have not the capital to carry
them on when they reach a stage at
which their individual exertions, with-
out the aid of winding and pumping
machinery, are not equal to farther pro-
spect the property at a depth. There are
many men who require pumping gear
to develop their mine at a depth.  Some
of our properties in the State have proved
at a depth while others have proved near-
est the surface. In most of the mining
centres we are brought face to face with
water at a shallow depth. Many such
centres have added largely to the gold
wealth of the State from the alluvial
standpoint and rich patches in what are
known as “dad” shows. In some of
these mines salt water is reached at from
25ft. to 50ft. Once they go as deep as
B0ft. the water is too heavy, and it is
absolutely impossible for the prospector
to develop the show helow 50 or 60
feet 1 such localities. It is at this stage
that the prospector should receive some
assistance at the hands of the Govern-
ment. Some help should be given to
those who have worked for years and
have shown that they have had unbounded
confidence in the localities in which they
have lived for years and are prepared
to farther prospect there and search for
gold. The Government might come to
the assistance of such people. Cases have
been illustrated by the members for
Kanowna and Murchison. If in such
localities one lode was developed at a
depth and proved successful, it would
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mean that private enterprise would come
in and farther develop the localities and
would bring what to-day is an almost
deserted place into a thriving and flourish-
ing centre both in the way of finding
employment for the people and adding
to the wealth of the State. What I am
troubled azbout most is the allocation of
the money. I have pointed out the
difficulty which individuals have of reach-
ing the vote which has been granted by
Parliament for specific purposes. I could
give cases, I have already instaneed many
and I will not avail myself of this motion
to speak again on that point, for 1 re
cognise that we shall see on the Estimates
the way in which the allocations are made
and the amount of money to be expended.
I shall then point out in my. humble way
what is the best manner for the money
to be allocated. There have been many
deserving cases: but assistance has mot
been granted. [ will not pass any stric-
tures on the Minister for Mines, but I
may point out that there are many men
to-day who have given their time and
energies in developing various shows in
different parts of Western Australia and
those shows have reached a depth when
the men can no longer prosecute their
inquiries without aid. They have reached
the water-level and cannot go farther
without pumping gear. They have no
money to supply the pumping plant.
They have applied repeatedly to the Mines
Department, but unfortunately they have
come along—that is about the most reason-
able way to put it—when the vote has
been either expended or allocated for
purposes which in the opinion of the
Minister were the best way in which the
money should be expended. These men
have invariably had to leave their shows
and try somewhere else on the surface,
thus following their avocation as pro-
spectors. Lt is necessary that the (Govern-
ment should not be so particular in sending
out parties with camels and horses and
drays to prospect the outlying areas of
our goldfields. There are ample places
which within the last 10 years have sup-
ported from 1,000 to 3,000 or 4,000
pecple on alluvial fields which have been
worked out, and in some of these centres
reefs have been found, some of them
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payable and a number of them too far
from the railway terminus to be worked
profitably, for the ores were all of a low
grade and would not pay for the heavy
expense incurred in working them. In
these centres the Government might help
the men in trying to develop the proper-
ties without spending money ip sending
camel parties inte far-back country, as
the member for Murchison pointed out,
to be lost, and the camel men have to
be hunted up by the wheelbarrow pro-
gpector. 1 have seen the wheelbarrow
men farther out in the interior than the
alleged prospectors with the (iovernment
camels. When Black Range was rushed
over five or six years ago I saw the wheel-
barrow men farther out than the Gov-
ernment camel prospector.

Mr. UnpeErwoon: The camels have
got farther back than the wheelbarrows,

MRr. TAYLOR: I am not saying that
all the parties supplied with Government
camels for prospecting parties have not
faithfully carried out the intentions of
the department, but I know of prospect-
ing parties who have received camels from
the Government going out prospecting
and I have seen those prospectors not so
far out as the wheelbarrow men.

Mer. UnpErwoop: I have seen them
farther out.

Mg TAYLOR: The hon. member is
Jucky to see what 1 have not seen. I am
gpeaking of Black Range four or five years
ago. Although Black Range was found
twelve years ago, the last rush thatbrought
the place into importance took place
about five years ago. It was then in the
district 1 had the honour to represent
and T went there during the recess to see
what the prospectors were doing, and 1
say that I saw the camel men not so far
out as the wheelbarrow men. The wheel-
barrow men would jocularly say, © we
are looking for the camel men that you
Government people have sent out.” I
am not responsible for what the member
for Pilbarra saw. In the outlandish
place that he comes from. I suppose the
wheelbarrow has not made its appear-
ance. 'This Parliament should direct more
accurately how the large sum of money
which I hope will be voted, whether out
of loan or revenue, should be expended.
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There should be a certain amount of
money voted for a specific purpose. Then
at the end of the financial year the
Minister would be able to come down
and say, “I have expended the money
Parliament authorised,” and he could
give to the House a statement as to how
the expenditure was laid out, and as
far as he could tell the House how much
the State had benefited financially by
the vote thut Parliament had granted.
Then we would be in a position to know
how we were going on, and whether we
would be justified 1n increasing the vote
or otherwise, That is all I have to say
in supporting the motion. If it had
been opposed by the Minister there would
have been a necessity for me to advocate
this expenditure, but there is no necessity
to-night. I content myself with sup-
porting the motion. and with indicating
the attitude I shall take up when the
Estimates are before us and we know
what the vote is to be for this purpose.

Mgr. H. BROWN (Perth) : We are here
to vote and not to talk, and after the
assurance of the Minister that he is in
favour of the motion, I move—

That the question be now put.
Motion put and negatived.

AMENDMENT.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH (West Perth):
L have very little to say on this question.
[ have consistently, sinece I have had the
privilege of sitting in Parkament, opposed
all expenditure from loan moneys that were
not to be expended on reproductive works.
Members who have been present in yeurs
gone by, when I sat in the old Parliament,
know that 1s the position I have always
taken up. I have no particular objection
to what is intended by the motion. The
objecticn I have is to the word in the
motion “lean.” I ask members to con-
sider whether it is wise to go to the English
money market and borrow money to
fend on this class of investment. What
is it 7 “ A substantial allocation of money
to give assistance to owners of approved
mining properties on the erection of
winding, pumping, and reduction plants.”
Of course [ quite recognise it may be said
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that this is really to be reproductive.
If a district were establishad by some
mines being developed, and a line of reef
were discovered and wlso confirmed, it
might become reproduective. But to whom
will it become reproductive ? Certainly
not to the State, which’borrows the money
and has to provide interest and sinking
fond. I reproductive, it will be so to
the adjoining leaseholders, whose pro-
perty would be thus developed. I want
to suggest that we ought not to borrow
money for such purpnses as these. I
admit that we ought to spend the money.
The work ought to be done and yssistance
should be granted as fur as it is in our
power to grant it. We have to meet a hill
of £822,000 a year, and we propose to go
upon the market for money for the con-
struction of certain spur railwavs and
other developments of the kind. T ask
the House to consider whether we ought
to suggest to the Government to borrow
money for this particular purpose. I
want to be consistent with my past history
in this matter, and also to call the attention
of the IHouse to what we are doing. The
proposal is to borrow money for this
particular purpose, and that the next
Loan Bill shall contain a substantial
allocation of monev for it. The correct
thing to do during this stage is to strike
out the word “loan.” Then the proposal
would read, “provide on the next Esti-
mates for a substantial allocation of money
to give assistance to owners of upproved
mining properties on the erection of
winding, pumping, and reduction plants.”
To that I have no objection whatever.
"'he obkjection 1 have is to going on the
market to borrow money and allocate
it to this purpose. For this reason, I
move an amendment—

That the word “loan™ in the third line be
struck out.
I hope other members ulso will be con-
sistent, and that the help we propose to
give will not be provided out of loan
Moneys.

Mgr. M. F. TROY : I ask the Minister
his opintor regarding this amendment,
because he knows, more than any other
member, what effect it will have on the
finances. '
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Tue MINISTER FOR MINES : It will
not male a bit of difference, so far as the
actual wording is concerned. 1 should
simply say that the amnount would be
provided on our next Fstimates ; and that
would be equally vague. 1f an amend-
ment of that sorte were passed by the
Hous, it would be to some extent a
direction to the Government that such
moncy was not to be expended from
loan funds. In regard to the amend-
roent, the member for West Perth (AMr.
Lllingworth) stated that it would not be
a falr thing to pluce such expenditure
upen our Loan Estimuates. When 1 was
speaking | stated that, if assistance was
granted under this heading, it should be
upon propertics where a fair amount
of develop.nent work had been dune, and
where the State felt it would be wise to
come forward and provide a moicty of
the cost of macninery. That would be,
that the owner of the property should
find onc-half the cust, and the State,
holding the security of a mortgage, should
find the other half, the borrower paying
interast upon the mosey. The security
in ulauost every instunce would be good.
I[ we kept to these conditions and insisted
uFon the borrower finding half the ccst
of the purchase of the machinery, there
would be very few instances where the
State would not have very fair security
for the amount advanced.

Mr. IuuwgworTR: If they had that
security, it would not be necessary to
make an advance.

Tae MINISTER: 1 quite differ from
the hon. member. A man dealing with
large sums can always go to a bank. He
understands banking arrangements, and
is always able to finance himself outside
the State funds. A small man who has
perhaps been many months labouring
in developing his property may possibly
find himself stopped from working
through o sudden inrush of water, or
the water may have developed to such
a depth that he may require winding
machinery s0 as to economically raise
the dirt from the bottom level. [n many
instances it would be a wise thing for the
State to grant assistance, and such men
rarely think of going to the bank for aid.
At present, owing to our recent legisla-
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tion, banks are not too anxious to lend
money on mining properties. It would
be difficult indeed, especially on small
mines, to get any assistance at all.

Mg. Scappan: They are making a
good thing out of it, apparently.

Tae MINISTER: The hon. member
knows more about that than I do.

Me. TaYLOR : Question.

Tue MINISTER : If general assistance
is to be granted, and the money for de-
veloping the mining industry is to be
confined to revenue this year, [ am afraid
that a very small sum will be provided,
and but little assistance given. The greater
portion of the vote usually granted is
expended in water supplies. That has
been the main feature in the past, and
we cannot say that those votes are com-
paratively reproductive. In regard to
the district the member for Pilbarra (Mr.
Underwood) comes from, the mining map
shows a country absolutely dotted with
wells. One can hardly go any distance
where there has been prospecting going
on without seeing a well. I think that
work is indirectly reproductive. In an
indirect sense it will be so0, because it
would be absolutely impossible for the
people to prospect in this country if it were
not for the assistance given in that way.
Most of that work has been carried out
by the expenditure of loan money. We
cannot throughout the State find interest
and sinking fund in connection with
matters of that sort, yet that is an instance
where money has been expended in what
one may call reproductive work. I hope
we are going to continue, to some extent,
that policy, because the country hasto be
opened up. There is going to be a large
amount of money expended in sinking
wells and making tanks for the purpose
of helping those men who are game
enough to go out and fight the battle of
life. If we continue to do that work,
we shall, 1 think, be quite justified in
spending loan moneys for the purpose.

Mr. TayLor: The water is very near
the strface, is it not ¥

Tae MINISTER : Anything from 40ft.
to 80ft. or perhaps 100ft. in depth. "The
average would be GOft. to G5it., I think.
There was 2 big expenditure last year.
For instance, at Menzies a large tank
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was put down by the previous Adminis-
tration, for which I thank them. I think
something like £23,000 was authorised
there for the erection of a very large tank,
and in my opinion that to a great extent
will be reproductive.

MR. TavLor: There is no well water
there.

Tae MINISTER : There isno well water
in the district. I think that work will
be to a fair extent reproductive, and will
pay interest on its outlay. It isimpossible
for us to find money for works of that
sort out of revenue. I can assure members
that a fair sum of money will be provided
on the Estimates for the development
of the back country. Whether works
of this sort should be provided from loan
money is a matter for the House to de-
cide, but as far as I can observe, if the
advance is made carefully, there is no
danger at all in granting the assistance
from loan money. But if assistance were
being granted as suggested by the mem-
ber for Kanowna (Mr. Walker), if we were
going to provide small sums of money
for the purpose of prospectors in the
district he mentioned, Kurna'pi, I should
take it that any such assistance should
be granted from the revenue vote. There
is one thing I have done recently. Ifound
an amount of money was granted for
subsidising public crushing plant, and we
have been giving 1s. and 2s. a ton where
there is no State battery. I found that
we paid this from loan money. I stopped
that. If any vote at all should be paid
from revenue, a vote of this sort most
decidedly should be, and I hope that never
in the future will votes of this kind be
granted from loan moneys. Yet I believe
there are many purposes for which expen-
diturehas been charged toloan moneysand
in relation to which loss has been incurred,
for instance the purchase of camels, and
there have been may losses in connection
with that. Such losses the State has to
accept. [ have known of something like
24 camels being lost. I hope the hon.
member will not press the amendment.
Members will see when we are dealing
with the Estimates the small amount
we are enabled to provide this year for
mining development, and when we bring
down our Loan Estimates we will-try
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to putitelearly upon these Estimatesunder
what conditions these moneys will be ex-
pended. I always hold that we cannot
assist the development of the State in
any better way than by trying to give
water supplies in the out-back centres,
and a fair sum of morey must be placed
on the Estimates for that purpose.

Mz. J. SCADDAYX (Ivanhoe) : I would
support the member for West Perth in
an amendment dealing with the expen-
diture of loan moneys on nonproductive
works generally, but I am not prepared to
agree to the striking out of loan moneys
in relation to the mining industry, while
such expenditure is permitted to continue
in regard to other works in the State.
If the hon. member came down with a
definite motion to stop the farther use
of loan moneys on nonproductive
works, I certainly would support him,
but T cannot see the utility of supporting
the present amendment. I do not desire
to be parochial for a moment, but I believe
it would be detrimental to the mining
industry if we came down now and pre-
vented any expenditure of loan money
in the direction of encouraging that
industry. I wish to say, however, that
one would not be an ideal Mixnister if he
could not find means except from loan
moneys. I have in my mind the fact
that during the past year we derived
from the dividend duty tax something
like £137,000 odd, and I think a fair
proportion of that money was obtained
from mining companies. I think that we
should ear-mark a certain amount of this
money derived from the dividends of our
rich mines, so as to assist out-back districts,
instead of spending it all on agricultural
railways. 1 believe that the member for
Forrest (Mr. A. J. Wilson) seconded the
amendment to strike out the reference to
loan moneys ; and in view of that I think
it would be well to consider the matter
of reducing railway freights so as to
encourage the timber industry. As a
goldfields member I know that the gold-
fields railway is about the only one that is
paying, showing that the great proportion
of the profits on our railways are derived
from the goldfields people, who are paying
for unprofitable railways. Yet we propose
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to reduce the timber freights. I say that
is unwise. Qur mining industry is not
going back to any great extent, but it is
certainly not advancing. I intend to
make a farther reference to the manmer
in which the mining industry can be
encouraged ; but I must confine myself to
the subject of the amendment. It is our
duty to ear-mark a certain proportion of
the money derived from mining companieg’
dividends ; and I would extend the tax to
the profits made by those companies,
whether or not they paid dividends; and
the money so ear-marked should be used
by the method already adopted, to en-
courage our mining industry.

Mr. T. H. BATH (Brown Hill): I had
no intention of speaking to this motion,
because I consider that the speech of the
mover (Mr. Lynch) traversed the ground
in so thorough and workmanlike a4 manner
that there islittle left for other members to
say ; and I have no wish to indulge in
any wearisome repetition of the argu-
ments which can be adduced in favour
of the proposal. I should, however, like
to say, in view of the amendmeat, that
according to the motion the assistance
to be provided on the Estimates must be
given on lines somewhat similar to the
agsistance rendered by the Agricultural
Bank ; and ir the course of his remarks,
the member for Leonora (Mr. Lynch)
made it plain that he had in view a return
for the assistance rendered to prospectors
and leaseholders of certainly much less
than would be exacted by a private institu-
tion, but somewhat on the basis of the
rate paid by those settlers who utilise the
Agricultural Bank; and if that policy
were carried out the fears of the member
for West Perth would be set at rest, and
his amendment would be unnecessary.

Mr. IiimwgworTH: The Agricultural
Bank provides interest and sinking fund.

Mr. BATH : The return obtained by
the utilisation of loan moneys for mining
development would pay interest and
ginking fund. I quite agree with the
member for West Perth that he has in
the past belen a congistent advocatebof
expending loan moneys on none but
reproduetive works. But I should like
to remind the hon. member that in those
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days that was very much of a pious
opinion ; and on many occasions, while
he might give voice to that sentiment,
he had very little chance of giving it
effect.

Mr. ILLiNGwoRTH : I voted for it, any
how.

Mr. BATH: And it seems to me, i
view of recent developments and of votes
passed on the Loan Estimates only last
session, that the hon. member has grown
weary of well-doing. Those aggressive
views which he held in the past, when he
was one of the minority in the House,
have been sadly changed now that he is
one of a majority.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : He was in the Chair,
and had no opportunity of speakingy

Me. BATH : That was a good place to
occupy in the circumstances; but I re-
member one occasion when I, as Chairman,
felt strongly on the subject under dis-
cussion, and induced one of the deputy
chairmen to take the Chair, that I might
have an opportunity of expressing my
views ; and I think that the hon. member
had probably the same opportumity. I
quite agree with him that in matters of
this kind, if we are consistent advocates
of uging loan moneys for reproductive
public works only, we have to be as ¢on-
sistent in respect of the mining industry
ag of any other industry; and I cannot
quite endorse the opinion of the
member for Ivanhoe (Mr. Scaddan), that
because we have not been consistent with
regard to other industries we should not
be consistent when dealing with the
mining industry. It is a case of two
wrongs not making a right. If spending
loan moneys on nonproductive works be
bad, we ought not to undertake such
expenditure for the benefit of any industry,
but ought rather to try to eradicate the
evil from every department of the State.
But if the views of the member for Leonora
when moving this motion are to be given
effect to, the amendment of the member
for West Perth is unnecessary. If, how-
ever, the latter member fears that in
giving effect to the resolution, loan moneys
will be utilised for works which cannot
by any possibility be reproductive, then
I consider his amendment is quite right,
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and entitled to the support of every mem-
ber who holds similar views. Because
it is only by adhering to our prineiples,
only by determining that every depart-
ment of State shall sirictly adhere to
the policy that no loan funds shall be
utilised for other than reproductive works,
only by that policy securing the support
of every member who has the well-being
of the State at heart, that we can make it
impossible for any Government, no matter
how strong the majority which it can
command on other matters, to utilise loan
moneys as they were authorised to be
utilised last session, for the erection of
public buildings and for road-making.
I believe it would have been better had
the member for Leonora made the motion
read as his views show that he desired it
to read ; and I think the preferable course
would be to amend it, not as proposed by
the member for West Perth, but by adding
the words, “ on similar lines to those on
which the Agricultural Bank is conducted
in this State.”

Mg. A. J. WILSON (Forrest) : Ishouid
not speak at all on this motion bu¢ for
the fact that the member for Ivanhoe
(Mr. Scaddan) will insist on having his
little joke. While it is perfectly true that
] did move in this House to try to secure
a reduction of railway freights with a
view to assisting the timber industry, it is
not true bha,l;n% advocated assisting that
tndustry from loan funds, although there
would perhaps have been a much greater
justification for granting such assistance
to the timber industry than for granting
it as the motion proposes. I wish to direct
members’ attention to the fact that the
Minister for Mines, speaking to-night on
this motion, pointed out that when moneys
were advanced as proposed, and the mine
.uirned out a suecess, the borrowers would

e expected to repay the money, plus what
| presume will be only a nominal rate
ol interest ; but that in cases where the
investment was not successful— Mr. GULL:
Most cases]—I do not know whether the
cases will be many or few, then the
State will treat the expenditure as a
subsidy to the mining industry. I have
no objection to the mining industry being
subgidised in that manner; but my
objection lies to the source from which

[12 SepreMsER, 1906.]

how to Aseist. 1599

the subsidy is taken. Isay that subsidies
of that class ought to be made exclusively
from revenue, because it is not a repro-
ductive mine that needs such assistance.
Reproduetive mines can generally help
themselves fairly well. Itisthemine which
is for the time being not reproductive,
which has fallen behind for want of money
for developmant—the mine which may
have possibilities if sunk a little deeper—
that will need this subsidy. 1 have always
insisted that Joan moneys should be used
exclusively for works of a reproductive
nature, though not necessarily for works
reproductive from the very commence-
ment. When moneys are spent on rail
ways and in agricultural development,
years may elapse before the works become
reproductive. But before a penny is
expended the Guvernment have a reason-
able assurance that in ordinary circum-
stances there will be a return of interest
and sinking fund in the future. On the
other hand, when we put the wmoney into
a mining venture, not even the most
astute mining expert ean give usa probable
assurance that the proposition will turn
out right. Many members have had
bitter experience of the truth of my state-
ment. But it does not apply to moneys
expended on agricultural railways or agri-
cultural developinent. I therefore think
that the a,mencfment is a step in the right
direction ; and I wish members to under-
stand distinetly that I personally have
the preatest sympathy with the grant-
ing of considerable sums for the develop-
ment of our gold-mining industry ; but
[ wish those sums to come from consoli-
dated revenue, and not from any of our
loan funds. And because I believe that,
I have much pleasure in supporting the
amendment of the member for West
Perth.

Mg. A. C. GULL (Swan) : I will support
the amendment, because I realise, as ]
think many members will reglise, that
the lending of money for the development
of mining is largely a speculation; and
being a speculation, that money should
come out of revenue and not out of loan.
I am perfectly willing to give assistance
to prospectors, and to make it as liberal
as possible. At the same time, the idea
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that such expenditure can be made re-
productive, or that a ginking fund can
be attached to loan moneys expended in
mining development. is out of all reason.

Tee PremiEr: And yet you sug-
gested to cut down the land tax by one-
half.

Mz. GULL: I suggested that the
land tax be cut down by one-half for
the simple reason that you are putting
vour tax, by your exemptions, on omnly a
small portion of the community, instead
of upon the whole.

M=r. Bara: Why did you not oppose
the exemptions ?

Mg. GULL: I did. There is no deoubt
whatever value the Minister may estimate
his security at in the first instance at the
time the advance is made, in the event of
his having to realise he is not going to get
anything like the value of the plant, not
one-fifth of what it cost to put the plant
on the mine.

Me. E. C. BARNETT (Albany): I
support the motion, and have every hope
that the assistance granted by the State,
even from loan funds, will prove a pro-
fitable investment. Considering the large
interest this State has in the mining
industry, we are warranted in running a
certain amount of risk in fostering that
industry.

Mr. M. F. TROY (on amendment): I
shall vote against the amendment, not
because L desire to see money spent out of
lean funds in an unproductive method,
but because, knowing that the intention
of the mover was that the money should
be advanced just as advances are made
by the Agricultoral Bank, T think it right
to vote against the amendment. At the
same time, though it is my intention to
vote against the amendment, I intend to
add to the motion the words, “in the
same way as is done by the Agricultural
Bank.” I think that will provide againat
anything being dene such as it is feared
will happen by some members who have
spoken.

Mg. Scappar: There is no parallel.

Me. SreARER: I think the hon. mem-
ber has already spoken to the amend-
ment.
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Mr. TROY: No; I merely asked s
question. Much has been said to the
effect that every member should see that
money is not spent in a manner which
could be called unproductive; but it
has been forgotten by members on both
gides of the House that for years past
moneys have been provided on the Loan
Estimates for assisting the mining in-
dustry. Every year we vote a certain
amount of money for the purpose of
assisting the development of the mining
industry ; and that money bhas not been
gpent 1 an unproductive manner; it
has been spent in providing water sup-
plies and n other ways to enable pro-
spectors and those engaged in mining to
open up the country. That cannot be
called unproductive work any more than
the building of apgricultural railways.
One member says it is not the mines
which pay that require assistance. Those
are the mines, ahove all, that we want to
see assisted—or, rather, the persons who
own these mines—becanse when a repro-
ductive mine has been worked to water-
level, then it is that the difficulty of
working it begina. No man is going to
work it below water-level if some en-
couragement is not given him to do
50; Do man s going to work a
mine below water-level if it has not
been found to pay for working above
that lavel. Any man who worked a mine
above water-level and found it did not
pay, and continued to work it below
water-level would be a lunmatic. No
doubt no person will ask for assistance to
work & mining property unless, down to
water-level, that mine has proved o be a
payable one. The Minister would not
receive support from a single member
were he to advance money to persons
whose mines were not payable proposi-
tions. Before the money is granted by
tbe Government, the Minister safeguards
himself by obtaining the advice of the
State Mining Engineer; he has the re-
ports of the tonnage crushed and the
results of the crushings in connection
with every mine making application for
an advance, and since that is the case he
canoot very well go wrong. Again it
must also be remembered thatthe Minia-
ter always has security for the money
advanced. He does not advance to th:

full value of the security; he advances
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only about half that value, and therefore

he' provides against losses.
meet the wishes of the mover of the
amendment, I think it would serve the
same purpose if the original motion were
carried, and if, later on, an amendment
on the lines T have sugyested were added
to the original motion.

Awendment (to omit “loan™) passed;
the question us amended agreed to.

BILL—WINES, BEER, AND SPIRIT SALE
ACT AMENDMENT.

NO NEW TICENSES.
SECOND READING MOVED.

Me. F. ILLINGWORTH (West
Perth): in moving the second reading
said: I think there need be little dis-
cussion on the secoud reading of this
Bill. The Bill was introduced last
session by the member for Claremont
{Mr. Foulkes), and I presume that hon,
member would have moved in this direc-
tion this year if he had not in the mean-
time taken a seat on » licensing bench in
his distriet. Local option has beenadopted
in principle by pearly all the States of the
Commonwealth, and by New Zealand;
and the Premier of this Stute has
promised publicly that a Bill to amend
the Licensing Act will be introduced
early next session, and that the Bill will
contain the principle of local option. At
least 40 members of the House are, I
understand, pledged to the principle of
local option. So it necessarily follows
that if the Ministry introduce a Bill with
the principle of local option included in
it, that clause, at any rate, will be carried
by this House.  The object of this Bill,
which consists practically of vne clause,
is to provide that in the meanwhile, until
this House has had an opportunity of
dealing with the question of local option,
no farther licenses shall be granted. It
is certain that when the people deal with
this question they will deal with it
drastically ; and whether they inerease, or
decrease, or abolish, which they will be
able to do, certain licenses, the ques-
tion of compensation in some form or
other will arise. 'Whether that compen-

Still, to .
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which I think is not possible—or a time
compensation, it is atill desirable that the

' fewer hotels to be dealt with the better.
Under the present system, every three
" mouths applicants for licenses approach

sation will be a money compensation— |

the licensing benches ; and they are doing
so still—in fact, there is quite a rush to
obtain licenses, arising out of the fact that
those interested in the traffic can see that
in the very near fulure the issue of licenses
will be in the hands of the people and not
in the hands of the licensing benches. It
seetws to me and to some others desirable
that we should stop the issue of farther
licenses until the people have an oppor-
tunity of giving their voice on the matter.
It ia this principle that is contained in
the Bili—to stop the issue of licenses
until this House has an opportunity of
dealing with the principle of local option,
Provision i3 made in the Bill that should
any new district arise within 20 miles of
a licensed house, a license may be
granted ; also that licenses may be trans-
ferred as is done to-day, and farther that
provisional certificates which may already
have been granted shall be good and shall -
continue as if this Bill did not exist.
The only other provision in the Bill is
that in the event of ils being pessed it

» shall last for only one year, so that this

House shall have full control when we
have dealt with the question of local
option in the proposed new Bill. Iam
not now going to occupy the time of the
House by speaking on the main question :
that can be done when the main Bill
is before the House. I should like, how-
ever, to mention that at present we have
cne license to every 370 men, women,
and children in this State. The average
worked out when this question was being
broadly discussed was that one license to
every 700 of the popnlation is ample for
all purposes; but here we have one
license to every 320 persons in the State.
I should like to call attention to some
figures which have been recently pub-
lished, which I believe to be absolutely
accurate, on the main question itseli. In
Victoria the expenditure on drink last year
amounted to £1,967,470, or £4 2a. per
head of the whole population, or £7 1ls.
3d. per head of the zdult population. The
lowest average is that of Tasmania-—-£2
78. 7d. per head of the whole population,
or £4 15s. per head of the adult popula-
tion. Against this, put Western Aus-
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tralia with an expenditure on drink of '
£1,446,110, or £7 1s. 5d. per head of the

whole population, or £11 7s. per head of
the adult population. Last year the
average for the whole of Australia, in-
cluding Western Australia, was £7 9s.
7d.; and our proportion was £11 7s.
There are some economic questions in
which it is argued that demand creates the
supply. That way be true in some cases,
It cannot but be argued that in this
particular traffic the supply creates the
demand. The proof is that we bave one
licensa to every 370 of the population;
and as the effect of that we have £11 7s.

ger bead of the adult pupulation spent in

rink. It cannot be said there is any ne-
ceasity for an increase, and certainly there
is not likely to be any material nevessity
for an increase during the coming year;
and, as I have said, the great principle
of local option hax swept the whole Com-
monwealth and New Zealand, and I feel
perfectly certain that the favourable pro-
mige given to the deputation by the
Premier, and by the fact, I believe I am
correct in saying, that 40 out of the 50
members of the House are pledged to
local option in some form or other, it is
certain the Bill containing that principle
will be passed by the House next session.
In view of this, I am asking what is
reasonable when I say that no farther
licenses should be issued during the
coming year, except in special cuses that
may arise, for which the Bill makes pro-
vision, That being the one principle,
and as I am not desirous of touching
the main yuestion, I shall content myself
with moving the second reading.

Tee PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore):
I move that the debate be adjourned.

Motion put, and a division called
for.

Mz. H. Brown: I ask whether the
member for Claremont, who is interested,
should vote. The hon. member is a
licensing magistrate.

Mz. FouLxes: On the point of order,
I assure the member for Perth I have no
interest whatever in the Bill.

Mzr. H. Browx: As a
magistrate ?

Mz. SeEaReER: I do unot think that
can be taken as an interest,
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Faecination Bill.
Division resulted as follows :—
Ayes 21
Noes 18
Majority for 3
ATEE, Naes
Mr. Brebber Mr. Barett
Mr. Brown Mr. Bath
Mr. Davies Mr. Bolton
Mr. Eddy Mz, Collier
Mr. Ewmg Mr. Cowcher
Mr. Gorden Mr. Daglish
Mr. Gregory Mr. Foulkes
Mr. Gull Mr. Hicks
Mr. Hayward Mr, Holman
Mr. Kaenan Mr. Horan
Me, Layman Mr, Hudson
Mr, Man.rt{ Mr. Dlingworth
Mr. Mitehel Mr. Seaddnn
Mr. Monger BMr. Taylor
Mr. N. J. Moore Mr. Underwood
Mr, 8. F. Moore Mr, Walker
Mr. Smith Mr. Wure
My, Stone Mr. Troy (Teller),
Mr_ A, .J, Wilson
Mr. F. Wilson
Mr, Hordwick {Tcller).

Motion thus passed, the debate ad-
journed.

BILL—VACCINATION ACT AMEND-
MENT.

SECOND READING.

Order read for resumption of debate
on the second reading.

Mg. G. TAYLOR: I move that the
debate be adjourned, as members do vot
seem ready to go on.

Mr. SPEAEER: The member must
move that the Order of the Day be post-
poned, But it is well known that if the
member who had previously wmoved the
adjournment is not present, it is com-
petent for any member to continue the
debate,

Me. TAYLOR : I move that the Order
of the Day be postponed.

Me. A. J. WirLson: Does the member
move that it be postponed for a week, or
any time ?

Mz. SPEAKER: No; the member
moves that the Order be postponed.

Motion put, and a division taken with

the following resuolt :—
Ayes
Noes

leel 8

Majority for
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Avres. NoEs.
Mr. Baroett Mr. Bath
Mr. Brown ' Mr. Bolton
BMr. Eddy Mr. Brebber
Mr. Foulkes Mr. Collier
Mr. Gordon My, Cawcher
Me, Gull 1 Mr, Daglish
Mr. Hayward i} Mr., Davies
Mr. Hicks My, Ewing
My . Ilingworth My, Holmnn
Mr. Laymnn i Mr, Horan
Mr. MeLarty l Mr. Hudson
Mr. Mitchell Mr. Keenan
Mr. Mouger Mr. Underwood
Me, N. J. Dovee ! Mr, Walker
Mr. 8. F, Moore Mr. Wure
Me, Seaddan | e A.J. Wilson
Mr. Smith © Mr, F. Wilson
My, Stono ! Mr. Troy {Tcller).

Mr. Taylor
Mr. Hardwiok (Teiler). |

Motion thus passed,
journed,

the debate ad-

MOTION—RAILWAY PROJECT,
PINJARRAH-MARRADONG.

Debate resumed from the 25th July, on
the motion by Mr. McLarty * That in order
to open up the agricultural and timber
fands lying betweeen Pinjurrah and
Marradong, the Government should con-
sider the advisability of proceeding with
the construction of the railway at an
early date.”

Tae PREMIER (Iion. N. J. Moore):
The motion proposed ia one to which
the Government do not intend to offer
objection. The country referred to in
the propnsal is well known to be some
of the best-timbered country in Western
Auatralia; and as the member stated
when speuking to this motion, provision
was made svme years ago for a survey of
the country lying between Pinjarrah and
Marradong, and £4,000 was provided on
the Estimates for a survey, which
eventuully was made. Although it would
not be possible to follow the survey
made on that occasion, still if a pro-
position were carried to construet the line,
it would mean that if the survey as
originally made was to be adhered to, it
would entail a far greater ezpendi-
ture than would be possible at present.
The proposal the Government are con-
sidering is to allow for a line to be
constructed of u steeper grade, and con-
sequently at very much less rost than
that originally contemplated. The prin-
cipal arca of land which will be opened
up by this line is what is known as the
Flora and Fauna Reserve, a reserve which
wap dedicated for the purpose of flora
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: und fauna sowe few years ago, and which

uatil quite recently bus remained virgin
forest. Tt is admitied on all hands that
the timber on this reserve is the best in
the Stute, und quite recently the timber
inquiry board made a recommendation to
the effect that the Government should
favoarably consider a proposition for

. building a railway into this particular

reseeve, [3Ir. Tavrom: What is the
arean 7] About 250,000 acres. The only
land that has been leased in that is a
timber permit which is beld by Whittaker

. Brus., containing sowmething like 20,000

acres. That was taken up under the
Land Act of 1904, which permitted timber
permits to be taken in lieu of timber
leases. Prior to that, several small areas
were cut over under the royalty system.
But that is really the only portion which
has been alienated in wny way, although
applications have been veceived for wore
than three times the area of the land. Tt
was considered by the present Govern-
ment it would not bhe advisable to deal
with this reserve in anyother way than that
which has hitherto prevailed 10 dealing
with reserves, namely by advertising the
fact that the particular reserve would be
thrown open at a certain date, and then
every application would be considered on
its merits. A survey was made during
the régime of the late Government with a
view of providing for a line to open up
that area from what is known as North
Dandalup; but it was found that there
would be very steep grades, and the line
would be very expeusive, and whilst it
would afford facilities for a few millers
in that direction, it would not be of
any great assistance in agricultural
development. Several proposals have been
made to build a private railway line, but
the Government recognise that if a private
line is permitted to be constructed into
that reserve it will practically give the
owners of that line & monopoly. Conse-
quently we bave decided that, rather than
allow any private line to be constructed
there, if & line is to be made it shall baa
Government line, and the location will
probably be up what is known as the Mar-
ranup Brook. Some few yeurs ago there
was a mill 11 miles up that breok from
Pinjarrah. It worked for years, but
owing to the heavy cost of curiing il was
found necessary to close down. At the
present time every information is being
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to Marradong.

obtained in regard to the arew that will ! should consider the advisability of pro-

be served, and it is found possible to
construct a }ine of 1 in 30 grade at a very
reasonable cost, which will open up a

ceeding with the construction of the

" railway atan eurly date. The wording

considerable area of timber country in |

the vicinity. At the same time, it is not
practicable at the present stage in the
history of the State to construct a line
right through to Macradong. There are
many other places in ihe State which
certainly require a line before the district
beyond the particular area of which I
have ulready spoken. We are anxious

to serve the people in the Marradong

Valley, but if a line is constructed it will
only be for a limited distunce into the
range, and it will be constructed more
with a view of serving the timber industry.

There are certain areas of good land in |

some of the leases in the neighbourhood
of this line, and also in the Flora and
Fauna Reserve, and it is proposed by the
Government to resume various areas with-
in the timber leases with a view of throwing
them open for agricultural settlement.
The line was at one time proposed to be
constructed by Mr. Teesdale Smith, as
mentioned by the member for Murray in
his speech; but after doing the earth-
works for sowe six or eight miles it was
decided not to go on at any farther
length.

of the propesal is very reasonable, and
the Government have no objection to
offer. All that is asked is to consider
the advisability of constructing the line.

Mr. G. 8. F. COWCHER (Wil-
liams) : I think the member for Murray
has outlined the counditions very well,
and the Premier has said that the line
would open up the Flora and Fauna
Reserve. We would be quite satisfied if
we could get 25 miles built as the first
section, leaving the otler sections for
future construction, acd this line would
serve Marradong and all up the Hotham
River, and if continued up to Hotham
Bridge it would serve Wandering. There
are firgt-clags agricultural lands. There
are numerous small settlements, and the
line would assist these people, and it
would also open up u large industry in
the timber land.  People at Marradong
have to cart 40 or 50 miles to Pinjarrab
or 70 miles to Armadale; otherwise 40
miles to Williams, and then by rail 185
miles to Perth. A few of these people
have lived in the place for something like

" 40 years, and have reared familics there.
: They cannot do much on the land af

Mz, Tayior: Was only the earthwork

done ?

Tae PREMIER: Only the earthwork
on 8ix miles of railway.

M=z. Ewine: Is that the same line?

Tre PREMIER: Practically.

Mgr. Tavror: Could you utilise that
work ?

Tae PREMIER: The first five miles
from Pinjarrah is practically good, level,
open plain, and practically the whole
seven or eight miles was done at a cost of
something like £400 or £500; so it was
& very small expenditure, and would be
of little value.
acquire a certain amount of private land

Marradong and the Hothamn River uoless
people have railway faecilities or some-
thing of this sort. The Premier has
already told us that there are sowmething

. like 250,000 acres of forest on the lund;

It would be necessary to .

to permit of this line being constructed. -
As to the liue mentioned by the member

for Murray as having been surveyed, it

would be impossible to build that without

the expenditure of more money than
could be spured at the present time.
Costly earthworks and embankments in
following the track laid down would
entail very heavy expenditure. The mo-
tion is to the effect that the Government

and a royalty of £1 an acre would
be £250,000, which would be three
times the cost of the construction of
the line. The line would open up a new
avenue of revenue, and provide employ-
ment for hundreds of men. [ claim to
kuow something about the timber on that
land. T dare say I koow as much about
it as anybody, for I have travelled
through the whole of it, and I do not
think there is a finer belt of jarrab in the
whole of the jurrah forest. In my opinion
it would take some 40 or 50 years to cut
down the jarrah. T strongly support the
motion.

Me. T. H. BATH (Brown Hill}: The
Premier has pointed out that the motion
is only a tentative one. It asks the
House to request the Gavernment to con-
sider the advisability of constructing this



Railway Projet,

line. 1 hope the member for Murray has
no desire to acquire the exclusive right to
the congideration of the Government for
his proposal. We have a number of
andertakings mentioned. Amongst them
are six agricultural milways as outlined by
the Premier in his policy speech. Then
we have a very deserving proposition in
regard to railway communicarion for
Black Range. We have also a proposal
for a railway from Coolgardic to Norse-
wan ; alsv one for a line from Leonora to
Lawlers, and auoe for the Pilbarra Railway,
and proposals for a number of other lines
which are even more deserving of consider-
ation thun the proposition put forward by
the member for Murray. No doubt we
must bow to hissuperior knnwledge of the
district which will he served by this line.
In moving the motion he gave us some
very interesting information as to the
tivaber possibilities, and as to the agricul-
tural land which lies towards Marradong,
and also in places along the first portion
of the route. T do not see that members
cun offer any very strong objection to the
Government’s considering the advisability
of constructing the line. There is not
the slightest doubt that even if the
House did not approve of it the Govern-
ment, if they thought it necessary, would
proceed with the consideration of the
advisability without any mandate from
this House ; therefore [ have no desire to
offer any opposition to the wmotion,
except to ask the member for Murray
whether he would not be prepared to
amend the motion in order to ask the
Guvernment to consider all the lines
which have heen mooted either by local
individuals or by membhers, and which
they think equally deserving of the Gov-
erumeni’s consideration. The only thing
is that the Government muost bave either
a very big loan or o very large amount of
revenue if they are to carry out all the
works which bave been proposed by
various members of the House, which
have been outlined by the Premier in his
policy speech, and which T have no doubt
will be farther outlined when the Bsti-
mates are being considured and when the
question of agricultural spur lines comes
up for congideration.

Mr. A. C. GULL (Swan): I intend
to gupport the motion. I have no per-
sonal knowledge of the timber in that
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locality. 1 indorse all that hus Leen
claimed for it. As regards the sugges.
tion of the Leader of the Opposition that
the motion might be enlarged so as to
deal with all those lines referred to, I
am sure the member for Murray dees not
wish to encroach on the privilege of the
member for any other district. He is
yuite satisfied to work sut bis own little
point, and let others work out theirs for
their various districts. I know that the
forest country spoken of is undoubtedly
the finest jarrah country in Western
Australia, and the possibilities otherwise
than that are about on an average with
the possibilities of many other districts
where we find timber country and first-
class gollies. When vou get farther
away from the line and eveninally get up
into the Marradong district, that is a
very fertile locality. I am sure the resi-
dents of that district do not expect for a
woment that the line is to be carried out
to the full extent. It may ultimately be,
but they will Le satisfied to have a section
built for them.

Mr. A. J. WILSON (Forrest): This
proposition is one which bas my heartiest
endorsement, and I was deeply pleased
at the manner in which the Premier on
bebalf of the Government spoke in rela-
tion to the motion. There is a very
material difference between a man being
pledged to something and a man keeping
his pledges. Of course some members
on the Opposition side of the House are
familiar with that political experience.
‘What strikes me as the most important
argument for this railway project is not
primurily the timber supply to be tapped
by the line when built. We nust have
some regard to the future, and must lock
after the interests of settlers on our
agricultural lands away to the eust of
the jarrah country—men who sooner or
later will have to look for markets
beyond the coast-line of Western Aus-
tralia. And if they are to obtain cheap
carriage, we must by some means reduce
the distance from their district to the
ports. By the construction of this line
that distance will for some of the settlers
be shortened hy 80, 90, or 100 miles,
whether the port from which they ship
their prodace be Fremantle or Bunbury,
In this lies the strongest possible argu-
ment for the construction of a connect-
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ing link between the South-Western and ' know also that deputation after deputa-

the Great Southern Railways, for the pur-
pose of bringing those agriculturists
within the closest possible reach of their
market. If the first section of the line
were built for 20 or 25 miles, it would
for almost the whole of that distance
traverse one of the finest belts of timber
in the State, which hitherto has not been
utilised owing to the lack of railway
facilities. I am glad that the Govern-
ment do not propose to invite private
offers for the construction of the railway,
though no doubt many people would be
but too willing to build it, and, after
uging it for a few years, hand it over to
the (Government free of cost. But if the
line is built Ly the Government, it will

make available the adjacent areas to the .
| paying; yet we are ever hearing in the

amall firms engaged in the timber in-
dustry, firms who desire to utilise small
areas for their mills, and who have
neither the capital nor the opportu-
nity to conduct business on a large
scale in expensive establishments. These
firms will have easy access to the
markets available. I feel quite con-
fident that the direct and indirect
benefits which will accrue to the timber
industry alone by the construction of
this line will amply justify the early con-
struction of a section to a distance of 25
miles from Pinjarmah, and that will place
the settlers in the Marradong district
within a much more reasonable distance
of railway communicalion than they are
now. The construction of that section of
the line will raise hopes in the bosoms
of the pioneer settlers in the Marradong
district, and it will encourage them to
put forward better efforts for their own
prosperity and for the welfare of the
State.

Mr. G. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret): 1
have no desire to offer any strong objec-

tion from certain portions of the gold-

' fields have, as a result of many agita-

tion to the motion, which asks that the !
(overnment should merely consider the

advisibility of proceeding with the con-
struction of the railway, I understand
for a distance of some 50 miles. But I
wish the mover and the House to
recognise that I will reserve the right to
deal on its merits with any actual pro.
posal for the construction of this line. In
his poliey speech the Premier has alrendy
outlined nearly a dozen railways, prac-
tically all in agricultural areas.

tions, urged preceding Governments to con-
structrailways connecting our existing rail-
way system with the outlying goldfields
centres. These representations have been
practically unheeded. In view of that
fuct, and of the need for an extension of
the goldfields railway system to Norse-
man and to places mentioned by the
Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Bath), I
am, 1 think, acting wisely in reserving to
myself the right to deal on their merits
with any agricultural railway Bills. The
railway returns for the past four or six
years prove that the goldfields railways
are earrying the bLurden of all the other
railways. The agricultural lines are not

House and outside of the necessity for
farther extending the agricultural lines,
with the alleged intention — whether
genuine or not I am not prepared to
suy—of giving greater facilities to the
farmer. We have heard to-night of
farmers who bave been for forty years
without railway communication in a
fertile district in this State; and I sup-
pose they are now agitated because the
Premier and other agricultural memhers
have in the last twelve months been so
jubilunt about agricultural railways.
Again, Isuppose these agricultural settlers
are farither stimulated by the slipshod
mabner in which we dealt last year
with certain railway Bills at the very
close of the session. I can understand
agriculturists urging their demands for
railway communication when they were
so liberally treated last session; and T
am reminched of some climbing down by
the wmember for Northam (Hon. J.
Mitchell). I cannot explain how he
climbed down, for I did not see him per-
form that acrobatic feat ; but I believe he
is capable of doing it in a most expert
manner. There are other proposed rail-
ways which in my opinion are more
deserving of support, though I have not
had the pleasure of seeing the area
spoken of so highly by the member for
Murray, whom I may congratuiate on

" the clear and lucid manner in which he

We ,

introduced his motion, The Leader of
the Opposition reminds me that he has
seen thae country, and he spenks
well of it. But I wish to say that
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no matter how anxious the House
may be for the farther extension of agri-
caltural railways, there isa breaking point;
it is necessary for this House to give due
consideration to these proposals, while
we have so many railway lines indicated
by the Premier in bis policy speech,
These proposals should be brought down
to the House, to give members ampla
time to deal with the different routes, I
venture to say that when the battle of
the routes comes before this House we
shall find that members representing
these various districts, who sit on the
(overnment side of the House, will have
varying opinions as to which route is the
most deserving. We know that the very
railway indicated by the Premier this
afternoon, which the Government thought
it wise last session notto go on with, that
15 the line from Jandakot to Armadale,
was the line which the then member for
East Fremautle (Mr. J. J. Holmes) and
the present Minister for Works (Hon. J,
Price) strongly opposed, and 10 which
the Attorney General wus hostile, the
idea of these hon. gentlemen being that
the railway should go from Jandakot to
Mundijong. I supposec the Government
recognise 1n this an opportunity of deal-
ing with that subject; and 1 would like
te give the Premier a little advice upon
it.

Tue DEPUTY SPEAKER: That line
is not under discussion.

Mg TAYLOR: I am dealing with the
Marradong Railway. This is a wmotion
dealing with agricultural areas, and we
bave so many agricultural proposuls
before the House.  As this motion will
sanction the Governmeat's constructing
this line, I think I am perfectly
within my rights in reminding members
of the obligations or undertakings of the
Governmeat with respect to the construe-
tion of agricultural railways. We have
nothing less tha> 1 dozen on the boards
now. It will not tu~ me a minute to
give this advice to the Premier. It would
be well for bim to get on with the
Jandukot-Armadale proposition, if the
Premier has any idea that the gentleman
returned at the last election tor East
Fremantle will come back to the House;
because if that gentleman does comne back

to the Housge he will bave o battle of the

routes fought time after time and night
after night in this House. 1 do not
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oppose the motion moved by the member
for Murray; but while T am not in
opposition to it, T reserve to myself the
right to deal with the proposal for con-
structing the raillway when it comes
before the House. I will need a little
more information from the Premier than
e has given to-night.

Mrg. J. P. McLARTY (in reply ae
mover) : I am pleased at the reception the
motion has had, and my thanke are due to
members on both sides of the House for
the support they bave given to is. The
motion has been a considerable time on
the Notice Paper, and I began to fear
some of us would die of senile decay before
we reached it. We are not tied to any
particular route for this railway to Marra-
dong. We leave that to the Government.
We hope, however, that it will start from
Pinjarrah. This railway will be necessary
to open up the Flora and Fauns Reserve,
as the Premier has stated; and it will
pass through two private blocks; but I
um authorised by the owners of these
blocks to state that they will deal most
liberally with the GQovernment. I cannot
include all the other lines in my motion
as suggested, but I will offer no objection
to them. The reason I am anxious about
this matter is that the Marradong pro-
posal has been so long before the
House. As I said before, Mr, Fergu-
gson is quite willing to construct u
railway himself, providing he gets
coneessions in the {imber country; but
I think it would be better for the
Government to carry out the work., I
do not think I need say any meore, seeing
that the motion has been so favourably
received,

Question put and passed.

BILL—JURY ACT AMENDMENT,
MAJORITY VERDICT.
SECOND READING MOVED,

Mr. H. BROWXN (Perth) in moving the

. second reading said: This is the first

Bill T have really had the honour of intro-
ducing, and I think it is one that will
appeal to the majority of members. It is
sotely providing that in the case of civil
trials, five-sixths of the jury, if they agree,
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shall decide the case, and that if, after
being locked up for 12 hours, the jury
still disagree, a new trial may be ordered
without the unnecessary expense of any
new process for that purpose. The last
clause is very necessary. It provides thast
managers of mines shall be exempt from
serving on juries. 1 am sure members
(‘Eﬁmi“ who represent mining districts

ill see that it is 8 necessary amendment.
I trust members will at all events approve
of the second reading. I do not intend to
make this a party question, or to appeal
to the country if 1 am defeated, but 1
trust that the measure will appeal to the
good sense of the members of the House.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
N. Keenan): The Bill proposed in such
short terms by the hon. member is really
a most radical change in our system of
trial by jury.

MR. Bath: Majority rule is one of the
principles of radicalism.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
hon. member may find many cases where
it is not at all applicable. The principle
of trial by jury has come down to ua from
very ancient days. It has always been the
rule, and I trust as long as juries will last
that it will be the rule, that the verdict of
the jury shall be unanimous. There are
many peopls who disagree with the jury
system and who blame it for very serious
misearriages of justice; but may I be
permitted to point out that the real virtue
in the case of a jury is that if we have 6
or 12 practical men and we leave an issue
of fuct to them and they are unanimous
on that issue, in all probability they will
be correct; but immediately we cut off
fractional parts of that verdict, we destroy
the whole virtue of the jury system. It
seems to me that to adopt a measure of this
character hastily, as it will be if we pass
the Bill to-night, would be to practically
abandon the jury system. If it is correct
to say that in civil cases a majority verdict
should be accepted, if we admit that
principle, there can be no hesitation in
applying it generally. What is che justifi-
cation that is alleged for the change?
It is simply this, that in the collection
of 12 jurors or 6 jurors, one man or
more can be bribed, can be made to
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give a verdict contrary to his conscience.
If that is true in civil cases it is equally
true in criminal cases. Therefore I am
forced to the conclusion that if it is a
wige thing, recognising that state of
affairs—which I do not admit bhut which
is alleged—if it is a wise thing to admit of
a majority verdict in civil cases it must be
an equally wise thing in cases where men
are put on their trial for offences against
the good order of the State. [ should
hesitate to ask for a change of law in such
cases. Therefore we should not ask for a
similar change in civil cases. The member
for Perth (Mr. Brown) was kind enough
to say that this was not a party measure,
I can assure him of that fact because I
intend to oppose it. I look on the Bill
as an immature etfort, as the result of a
few cases; becaunse after all, how many
cases can we call to mind which have
shown a breakdown of the jury system %
It is true we can show one or two isolated
cases, but we should change the law for
isolated cases—it must be for some general
class of cases.

Mr. Scappan : LThis is not to repeal the
Jury Act. :

Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL: It re
peals the system of our jury administra-
tion, because if the Bill is passed a majority
verdict can be given, and | have pointed
out that this is 2 dangerous innovation.

MR. ScaDDpsN : It is not a mere majority.

Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL : 1 admit
at once that is so. I will give the clause
of the Bill itself. It says—

Where the jury, upon the trial of any civil
cause or of any issue or issues in such a cause,
have remained six hours or upwards in deliber-
ation, if all the jurors do not agree as to the
verdich to be given or the anawer to be given
to any question submitted to them by the
conrt or preaiding Judge, or as to the amount
of dumages to be assessed, the decision of five-
sixths of them ag to any such verdict or answer
shall be taken and entered az the verdict,
finding, or nssesament of the jury as & whole.

That is the principle I object to.

Mg. H. Brown: It will reduce the
solicitors’ costs.

Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
member puts it on the ground that it
will reduce the solicitors’ costs. That
somehow shows how minds revel in the
most disgusting thoughts, and never rise
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$0 & consideration of the question from a
standpoint that is worthy of the Honse.
Some members have to invariably con-
fine themselves to a point of view that
seems to ussociate itself with their lives.
I trust the House will not follow in the
footsteps suggested by the hon. membet.
Surely the question is an important one,
worthy of discussion, not from the point of
view alleged, but if it would be of ultimate
good to the community then we should
make a change of this character. The
whole history, 1 venture to say, of trial by
jury has stood the test for years, for
centtiries ; and after sil is suid and done can
anyone tell me of a system that has not at
some time been capable of breakdown—
even the most perfect system. I will ask
the menmber for Lvanhoe to tell me if any-
thing of which he knows, however perfect
it may appear, has not on some occasions
failed to work up to expectations.

MR. 8cappax : That justifies an amend-
ment.

THE ATTORNEY GEXERAL: The
hon. member for lvanhoe gives me a
reminder well to the point. I submit
that none of the experiments made in
social government have stood such a
severe, such a long or such a successful
test as the jury system. The change
would be only justified if the member
in charge of the Bill could show that the
jury system as now applied has broken
down, not merely in isolated cases but
as a general rule. Let me again point
out that the eases which have arisen and
which have been used as illustrations
for justifying a change of this character
are solely connected with one particular
class of claims, that is to say the claime
arising from actions for lLibel.

Mr. H. BrowN: You know the jury
weeks beforehand.

ToE ATTORNEY GENERAL: If the
member thinks that, the difficulty can
be got over in quite a different way. If
he conceives the only difficulty in the
path of juries today is the knowledge
some tims prior to the trial as to who will
be the jurors, he should take another
course than introducing this Bill. What
I would point out to the House is that
the illustrations found for justifying a
change of this character are solely found
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in connection with actions for Lbel. I
have coms to the conclusion that some
classes of cases would be better removed
from the province of juries altogether,
for the reason that the surrounding eir-
cumstances are such that it is almost
impossible to imagine that we can find
12 or 6 men who have not in some
measurs committed  themselves to
opinions before they go into a jury-box.
If that is admitted, the proper cure is
to provide that actions for libel against
newspapers or against individuals should
not be tried by jury. 1f the House comes
to the conclusion that cases of that
character, from the general verdicts given,
are such that a jury should not deal with
them, let it say so, and not lay down
o general tule for all cages whether of
an exceptionsal character or ordinary cases
avising every duy. And after all we know
that for one libel case tried there are 200
or 300 cases of ordinary actions arising
from contract or tort of an ordinary
character. .

Mr. H. Browwn: Libel cases are not
mentioned in the Bill.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL : 1t seemns
I cannot use an argument that will pene-
trate into the member's mind. I have
illustrated the cases named for the change
by saying that the argument is based on
the lailure of juries to return verdicts
in libel cases. If I am wrong, let me be
contradicted ; but if I am not wrong, let
my argument stand, and [ say that
if justification for the Bill rests on the
failure of juries in libel cases to give fair
verdicts, make the change in regard to
libel actions. 1 do not know of an argu-
ment addressed by any one in support
of the Bill that will justify its acceptance.
We have had the system of trial by jury
handed down from generation to genera-
tion ; it has stood the test of an infinite
lapse of time; and if that is so, and if we
only find in & few special cases it has failed
we are not justified, far from justified,
in making so radical a change as is pro-
posed by the Bill There is a farther
clause tacked on to the Bill for the purpose
of exempting certain persons from serving
on juries. | think that clause infinitesi-
mal in importance to the rest of the Bill,
and does not call for discussion when
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1 am so strongly opposed to the more
important clauses of the measure. For
that reason I do not propose to discuss
that clause. 1 will ask the House to be
carcful before tampering with the system
which, in spite of all drawbacks. has
worked substantial justice ; and above all
not to do so until at any rate some real
substantial reason has been put forward,
and wholly different from the very slight
reasons which are submitted in support
this Bill.

Mr. A. C. GULL (Swan): I intend
to support the motion, and 1 want to
point out that the able arguments used
by the Attorney Ueneral are on n side
issic. This is not & yuestion of doing
away with the jury system, but simply
of modifying it. I have watched the
question for years, and there is scarcely
any measure that has been before this
House with which 1 am more in accord
than this. I have recognised for years
that it was possible for one man—a
biased man, and in some cases, 1 regret
to say, a tan who has been got at—to
hold out, refusing to come to a decision,
and thereby forcing a new trial at a cost
of thousands of pounds to buth sides.
And in many cases this has been an abso-
lute waste of money, there having been
no justification whatever for the jury
to disagree. As 1 sid just now, it 1s
not a question of attacking the jury
system, but of providing that ten men
out of twelve shall decide the issue, and
shall not be subservient to or under the
dominance of one or two in arriving at
a decision.  With regard to the argument
that if this principle be good in civil cases
it should be good in criminal cases also,
I am not going to controvert that con-
tention. If in practice the principle is
found to be good in civil cases, L do not
see why it should not be carried a step
farther and made to apply to other cases
as well. The Bill merely limits the prin-
ciple to civil cuses, in which it has re-
peatedly occurred that the jury has dis-
agreed, the case has been sent to a new
trial, the jury has disagreed aguin, and
eventually in some cases the action has
been abandoned simply because it was
found to be impossible to get a jury to
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agree. Cases are on record here where
a couple of trials have ended in this way,
s big majority of the jury having been
in favour of a verdiet, and one ar twa
men opposed it. I intend to support
the Bill

On motion by Mr. Tayior, debate
adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 10-3¢ o'clock,
until the next day.
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Hon. J. M. DREW (Central): I hope
Y'shall be permitted to muke a statement
which I think is very necessary for this
House to hear, as to a development that
occurred during the taking of evidence
by the select committee appointed to
inquire into the outbreak of hubonic
plague in Geraldton. The committee
was appointed some weeks ago, and con-
gists of Mr. Maley, Mr. La.ugaford and



